
11Now the angel of the Lord  sat under the 

terebinth at Ophrah, which belonged to Joash 

 while his son Gideon was beating out 

wheat in the winepress to hide it from the 

Midianites. 12 And the angel of the Lord  

said  "The Lord is with you, O mighty man of 

valor." 13 And Gideon said  if the Lord is 

with us, why then has all this happened to 

us? And where are all his wonderful deeds 

that our fathers recounted to us  But now 

the Lord has forsaken us and given us into 

the hand of Midian." Judges 6:11-17 (ESV)
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14 And the Lord  said, "Go  save Israel 

from the hand of Midian; do not I send you?" 

15  "Please, Lord, how can I save Israel? 

Behold, my clan is the weakest in Manasseh, 

and I am the least in my father's house." 

16 And the Lord said to him, "But I will be with 

you..." 17  "If now I have found favor in your 

eyes, then show me a sign that it is you 

Judges 6:14-17 (ESV)



20 And the angel of God said  "Take the 

meat and the unleavened cakes, and put 

them on this rock, and pour the broth over 

them."  21 Then the angel of the Lord 

reached out the  staff  and touched the 

meat and the unleavened cakes. And fire 

sprang up from the rock and consumed the 

flesh and the unleavened cakes. And the 

angel of the Lord vanished from his sight..." 

Judges 6:20-21 (ESV)
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. . 25 That night the Lord said to him, "Take 

your father's bull and pull down the altar of 

Baal that your father has, and cut down the 

Asherah that is beside it 26 and build an 

altar to the Lord your God  
Judges 6:25-26 (ESV)



Leader
33 Now all the Midianites and the 

Amalekites  crossed the Jordan and 

encamped in the Valley of Jezreel. 34 But 

the Spirit of the Lord clothed Gideon, and he 

sounded the trumpet, and the Abiezrites 

were called out to follow him... 36 Then 

Gideon said to God, "If you will save Israel 

by my hand, as you have said, 37 behold, I 

am laying a fleece of wool on the threshing 

floor.

Judges 6:33-37 (ESV)
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. . 1 Then Jerubbaal (that is, Gideon) and all 

the people  encamped beside the spring 

of Harod. And the camp of Midian  by the 

hill of Moreh  2 The Lord said  "The 

people  are too many for me to give the 

Midianites into their hand, lest Israel boast 

 'My own hand has saved me.'Take them 

down to the water, and I will test them  

7  "With the 300 men who lapped I will 

save you and give the Midianites into your 

hand, and let all the others go ..."        

Judges 7:1,2,7 (ESV)
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And the camp of Midian was below him in 

the valley20 Then the three companies 

blew the trumpets and broke the jars. They 

held  the torches, and  the trumpets to 

blow. And they cried out, "A sword for the 

Lord and for Gideon!" 21 Every man stood in 

his place  and all the army ran. They cried 

out and fled. 22 When they blew the 300 

trumpets, the Lord set every man's sword 

against his comrade  And the army fled

Judges 7:8,20-22 (ESV)
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. . 22 Then the men of Israel said to Gideon, 

"Rule over us  for you have saved us from 

the hand of Midian." 23 Gideon said  "I 

will not rule over you, and my son will not 

rule over you; the Lord will rule over you." 

24  "Let me make a request of you: every 

one of you give me the earrings from his 

spoil." (For they had golden earrings, 

because they were Ishmaelites.) Judges 

8:22-24 (ESV)
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And Gideon made an ephod of it and put it 

in his city, in Ophrah. And all Israel whored 

after it there, and it became a snare to 

Gideon and to his family. 28 So Midian was 

subdued before the people of Israel, and 

they raised their heads no more. And the 

land had rest forty years in the days of 

Gideon. Judges 8:27-28 (ESV)
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God Responds to Cry for Help (6-8)

ÅGod sent a prophet: ñI delivered but 

you feared other gods.ò (6:7-10)

ÅHe came as the ñAngel of the Lordò to 

equip Gideon to lead, sitting under 

their terebinth (terpentine) tree.



Gideon Hiding in Fear (6:11-24)

ÅGideon beat out wheat in the wine 

press, hiding from the Midianites.

http://www.biblepicturegallery.com/Pictures/Agriculture/A threshing-floor Grain is heaped and winnowed by pa.htm


Questions & Answers (6:11-24)

ÅAngel of the Lord appeared: ñThe Lord 
is with you, O valiant warriorò

ÅñIf the Lord is with us, 

ïWhy has all this [bondage to Midianites] 
happened?

ïWhere are all His miracles our fathers 
told us about?

ÅñThe Lord has abandoned us.ò



Questions & Answers (6:11-24)

ÅñGo, I have sent you.ò (14)

ÅGideon: ñHow shall I deliver Israel?ò

ÅñI will be with you.ò (16)

ÅGideon: ñShowme a sign.ò (17)

ÅFire consumed the goat and bread. 
ñPeace, do not fearéò (23) 



Leading Starts at Home (6:25-40)

ÅGod: ñTear down your fatherôs altar to 

Baal and rebuild an altar to the Lord.ò

ÅDad: ñLet Baal contend for himself!ò 



Leading Starts at Home (6:25-40)

ÅSpirit of God came upon Gideon; he 

blew a trumpet and people gathered.

ÅGideon, unsure, asked for another sign, 

but God patiently made the fleece wet, 

then dry.



The battleground 

Ophrah / Ein Harod / Moreh



Valley of Jezreel 
Hill of Moreh



Leading in Public (7:1-15)

Å32,000 gathered. God tested them for 
fear & carelessness.

Å1% -- 300ïremained.

ÅGod assured through overheard dream

ÅGideon: òArise, God has given us 
Midian!ò



Ein Harod & the stream of testing 


