
1 And …Israel again did …evil …so the 

Lord gave them into the hand of the 

Philistines for forty years.2 There was a 

certain man of Zorah…whose name 

was Manoah. And his wife … had no 

children. 3 And the angel of the Lord 

…said to her, "Behold...you shall …bear 

a son… No razor shall come upon his 

head, for the child shall be a Nazirite to 

God …and he shall begin to save Israel 

from …the Philistines.”

Leader

Judges 13:1-4 (ESV) 



Cong.
8 Then Manoah prayed …"O Lord, 

please let the man of God …come 

…and teach us what we are to do with 

the child ...“ 9 And … the angel of God 

came again. 11 And Manoah ... said … 

"Are you the man who spoke…?”…"I 

am." 19 So Manoah took the young 

goat…and offered it …to the Lord…
20 And …the angel of the Lord went up 

in the flame of the altar.  
Judges 13:8-20 (ESV)



24 And the woman bore a son and called 

his name Samson. And the young man 

grew, and the Lord blessed him. 
25 And the Spirit of the Lord began to stir 

him…between Zorah and Eshtaol. 14:1 

Samson went down to Timnah … 2 Then 

he …told his father and mother, "I saw 

one of the …Philistines at Timnah. Now 

get her for me as my wife.“              
Judges 13:24,25; 14:1,2 (ESV)
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Cong.
. 3 …"Is there not a woman among…all 

our people, that you must go to…the 

uncircumcised Philistines?" But 

Samson said …"Get her for me, for she 

is right in my eyes." 
4 His father and mother did not know 

that it was from the Lord, for he was 

seeking an opportunity against the 

Philistines.    Judges 14:3,4 (ESV)



Leader
5 Then Samson went…to the vineyards 

of Timnah. And … a young lion came 

toward him roaring. 6 Then the Spirit of 

the Lord rushed upon him, and … he 

tore the lion in pieces … But he did not 

tell his father or his mother...7 Then he 

went down and talked with the woman, 

and she was right in Samson's eyes.8 

After some days he returned to take 

her. Judges 14:5-7 (ESV)



Cong.
. . 17 She wept …the seven days that 

their feast lasted, and … he told her, 

because she pressed him hard. Then 

she told …her people. 18 And the men 

…said …"What is sweeter than 

honey? What is stronger than a lion?" 

And he said …"If you had not plowed 

with my heifer, you would not have 

found out my riddle.“                    

Judges 14:17-18 (ESV)
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The Judges Cycle

Sin

Servitude

Supplication

Salvation



Freedom Given … (13:1-25)

• …In the midst of oppression by 
Philistines. 

• …By direct intervention by the Angel 
of the Lord… (13:2-23)
– …Appearing to a childless couple, 

Manoah and wife 

– …Promising to deliver Israel through 
their promised son.

– …Calling them to raise him as a Nazirite 
(Num. 6) as a seal of God’s ownership.

– …Responding to their call for instruction 
on how to raise him. (8)



Freedom Given … (13:1-25)

• Are we asking Him for instruction? 

Obeying what we know already? 

• Are we open to unexpected direction?

• Showing signs of His ownership? 

OR



Freedom Given Away… (14:1-20)

• “Everyone did what was right in his 

own eyes.” (17:6,21; 21:25)

• Samson gave away his freedom …

• …By the lust of the eye (14:1,2,7)

• …By disrespect for parents’ training (3)

• …By breaking Nazirite vow (5,8,9)

• …By parents giving in to him (5,10)



Freedom Given Away… (14:1-20)

• …By losing control of his tongue
– Through foolish bet about his riddle (12-14)

– By being worn down by girl’s crying (15-18)

• …By losing his temper so badly he couldn’t 

complete the marriage. (19,20)



Applications

• Check your motives. Using your gifts 
for your self or for God and others?

–Accept the signs of His ownership 

• Body, face, scars, circumstances, defects

–Own his purposes

• Be single minded; double minded 
people are unstable (James 1:8)
– Samson was  strong/weak, smart/foolish, 

liberator/slave



Applications:

• Know your weaknesses.
– Infatuation

– Deception

• Lust of the eye, flesh & pride of life 
lead to unequal yokes. (2Cor. 6:14-18)

• God can use our sin, but why not 
redirect passions and stay free! 
(14:4,16) Rom. 8:28



Applications

• Get back on freedom road.            

Seek wisdom; learn by mistakes.

• Freedom in Christ is a gift; don’t give it 

away, give it to others.

• Contrast Samson and Jesus
– “She looks good; get her” vs. “Gave self for her”

– “I want her now!” vs. “I go to prepare a place” 

– Boasting & teasing vs. Marriage supper of lamb
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