
1 There was a man  whose name was 

Micah. 2 And he said to his mother, "The 

silver  taken from you  I took it."  

"Blessed be my son by the Lord." 3 And he 

restored the  silver  4 So  his mother 

took 200 pieces of silver and  made it into 

a  metal image.  5 And  Micah  

made an ephod and household gods, and 

ordained one of his sons, who became his 

priest. 6 In those days there was no king in 

Israel. Everyone did what was right in his 

own eyes. Judges 17:1-6 (ESV)

Leader



7 Now there was a young man of Bethlehem 

in Judah  . a Levite.... 8 And the man 

departed from  Bethlehem in Judah to 

sojourn where he could find a place.  he 

came to the hill country of Ephraim to the 

house of Micah  10 And Micah said  

"Stay with me  13 Then Micah said, "Now I 

know that the Lord will prosper me, because I 

have a Levite as priest." Judges 17:7-13 
(ESV)

Cong.



1 ... And  Dan was seeking  an 

inheritance  for  no inheritance  had 

fallen to them. 2 So the people of Dan sent 

five  from Zorah and from Eshtaol, to spy 

out the land ... And they came  to the 

house of Micah.... 3 they recognized  the 

young Levite  [a]nd  said  "Who brought 

you here?  4 And he said  Micah  hired 

me, and I have become his priest." 5 And 

they said  "Inquire of God  6 And the 

priest said  "Go in peace. The journey  is 

under the eye of the Lord." Judges 18:1-6
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and they came to Laish,  and struck 

them with the edge of the sword and 

burned the city ... 28 And there was no 

deliverer ...  Then they rebuilt the city and 

lived in it. 29 And they named the city Dan, 

after the name of Dan their ancestor  

Judges 18:27-29 (ESV)
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1 In those days, when there was no king in 

Israel, a certain Levite  in  the hill 

country of Ephraim  took  a concubine 

from Bethlehem ... 2 And his concubine was 

unfaithful ... and she went  to her father's 

house ... 3 Then her husband  went after 

her  14 So they passed on and went their 

way. And the sun went down on them near 

Gibeah Judges 19:1-14 (ESV)



22 As they were making their hearts merry, 

behold  worthless fellows, surrounded the 

house... And they said  "Bring out the man 

 that we may know him." 23  "No  do 

not act so wickedly... 24 here are my virgin 

daughter and his concubine  Violate them 

 but against this man do not do this 

outrageous thing." 25  So the man seized 

his concubine and made her go out to them. 

And they  abused her all night ... 26 And  

the woman  fell down at the door ..."

Judges 19:22-26 (ESV)
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.  27 And  when he opened the doors  

behold, there was his concubine  28  

and the man  went away to his home. 

29 And  he took a knife, and  he divided 

her  into twelve pieces, and sent her 

throughout  Israel. 30 And all who saw it 

said, "Such a thing has never happened  

from the day that  Israel came up out of  

Egypt until this day; consider it, take 

counsel, and speak." Judges 19:27-30 (ESV)



Cong.
12 And the tribes of Israel sent men 

through all the tribe of Benjamin, saying, 

"What evil is this that has taken place 

among you? 13 Now therefore give up the 

men, the worthless fellows in Gibeah, that 

we may put them to death and purge evil 

from Israel." But the Benjaminites would 

not listené 35 And the Lord defeated 

Benjamin before Israel                        

Judges 20:12,13,35 (ESV)
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3 And they said, "O Lord, the God of Israel, 

why has this happened in Israel, that today 

there should be one tribe lacking in Israel?"

25 In those days there was no king in Israel. 

Everyone did what was right in his own eyes.

Judges 21:3,25 (ESV)



Judges 

Sanctuary, Sex & Salvation

Judges 17-21



Zorah and Eshtaol in the Sorek Valley 

Zorah Eshtaol



Micah and the tribe of Dan

Sorek Valley Hill Country of 

Ephraim
Dan



Sanctuaryé (17,18)

ÅWhen everyone does right in his won 
eyes (17:6), freedom is lost.

ÅIf you disrespect others, youôll 
disrespect God.
ïMicah stole silver from mother

ïMother óblessedô him for returning it, 
dedicating 200 pieces for idols.

ïMicah hired Jonathon, Mosesô grandson, as 
priest. He was a Levite from Bethlehem.

ïLevites: assistant to priests; like ñTrusteeò. 
God was inheritance. Making him a ñrent a 
priestò, made mockery of God



Sanctuaryé (17,18)

ÅIf you fail to claim your inheritance 

youôll lose itéand accept counterfeits
ïDan failed to displace evil so they gave up and 

moved north, discontent with God

ïThis left a huge hole (62,000 men). Philistines 

could control.

ïDanites ñstoleò Jonathan the Levite from Micah 

offering a better ñdealò! 

ïMicah; ñWhat do I have left?ò

ïThey set up a rival sanctuary; ñhave it our way!ò



ÅGates of Dan           High Place at Dan



Sanctuaryé (17,18)

ÅToday, people ñhireò priests among 
athletes, movie stars, scientists etc. to 
set up their own system.



Sex (19-21)

ÅSexual disrespect exposes others to 
spiritual & physical danger é

ÅAnother Levite had an unfaithful 
concubine (legal 2nd. wife w/o rights)

ÅWhen he went to bring her home 
homosexual fellow Israelites killed her

ÅHe slept thru it! Then cut her up & 
sent 12 pieces to 12 tribes.



Sex (19-21)

ÅIf you excuse sexual sin you may also 
defend it and destroy your futureé

ÅSeeing the body parts Israel called 
Benjamin to repent. The tribe refused

ÅCivil war broke out

ÅWhy?21:25 ñ Everyone did what was 
right in his own eyes.ò



Salvation (Ruth)

ÅWhen we do right in Godôs eyes 
freedom & hope are restored é

ÅBethlehem became the site of 
redemption. Ruth:òYour people will 
become my people; your God my Godò

ÅBoaz acted opposite to Micah, Danites 
& both Levites.
ïSacrifice vs. stealing & opportunism

ïA link to Messiah



Applications:

ïSexual respect & protection vs. lust 

ïDefending Ruth vs defending sin

ÅJesus broke the Judges cycle. Go free!




