
Ephesians 2:19 - 22



}Recently, I read a 
book by Bill Mills 
called Shoulder to 
Shoulder .  It was 
based on the book 
of Nehemiah.  The 
overarching 
premise is that God 
used the rebuilding 
of the wall to build 
the people in 
Jerusalem into the 
people of God.



Not a church, in the biblical sense

A Church Building



}Why are we building?

}Where are we building?

}What are we building?

}How are we building?

}When are we building?

}As important as all these questions are we 
need to remember:

}Itõs just a buildingéuntil the church 
occuppies it.



Much of it anywayé

Our Church Family



}Why are we building?  ôGo and make disciplesõ

}Where are we building? ôJerusalem, Judea, 
Samaria and the Uttermost parts of the earth...õ

}What are we building?  ôA Body where Christ is 
the head.õ

}How are we building? ôéuntil we all reach unity in 
the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God 
and become mature, attaining to the whole 
measure of the fullness of Christ.õ
When are we building?  ô..until the Lord returns.õ

}Itõs the people of God that we are buildingé



Consequently, you are no longer aliens and 
strangers 

but you are fellow citizens with the saints and 
members of Godõs household/ family .

You are being built upon the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets

Jesus Christ himself being the cornerstone

In Him the whole building fits together , it grows 
into a holy temple in the Lord

In Him also we are being built up into a dwelling 
place for God by the Spirit.



Members of the Family of God
Built upon a Christ Centered Foundation

Fit Together into Godõs Temple
The Dwelling Place of God



Consequently, you are no 
longer aliens and strangers 

but you are fellow citizens 
with the saints and members 
of Godõs household/family.



}Happiness is having a large, loving, caring, close - knit 

family in another city.  George Burns

}No matter how many communes anybody invents, the 

family always creeps back.  Margaret Mead

} The family should be a closely knit group. The home 

should be a self - contained shelter of security; a kind 

of school where lifeõs basic lessons are taught; and a 

kind of church where God is honored; a place where 

wholesome recreation and simple pleasures are 

enjoyed.ò Billy Graham





The ôIdealõ FamilyGodõs Family

} I belong

}Sacrifices are made

}We all do our part

}Everyone is treated 
with respect, mercy 
and love.

}Support and care for 
one another.

}Adopted into ðSaints
}Christõs sacrifice
}Each person is gifted 

uniquely and needed.
}Grace prevails
}Love one another!



We start out as a pile of stonesé

You Belong!  Do visitors feel welcome here?


