
Genesis 33

Jacob: Meeting, Facing, Crossing Over II





The sun rose as Jacob crossed, limping é

An he looked & behold, Esau was coming



Theme:
Having met God, we can meet our 
rivals with confidence. We donôt need 
self protective schemes to reconcile.



Coming Together (33:1-11)

3 meetings: 
ï28:11 Meeting God at Bethel

ï32:1 Angels met him at Mahanaim/Peniel
(Godôs host/face)

ï33:1-20 Meeting Esau 

God can reconcile His fearful children, 
but Jacob divided his family in groups 
the most loved (Rachel & Joseph) last.

Finally, he crossed over in front of 
them!



Jacob bowed formally & fearfully; Esau 
hugged joyfully.



Coming Together (33:1-11)

Esau questioned, Jacob answered: 
ñThose cattle?ò; ñA gift to find grace in 
your eyesò

Jacob: ñI see your face as one who 
sees the face of Godò
ïBut why didnôt He tell Esau he met Him!?

Reconciliations I will make _______.



Separating (33:12-16)

Esau invited Javob to Seir to live. 
Jacob knew he wouldnôt but gave 
excuses (children, animals,ôlaterô).

He should have said ñIôm on a mission 
to meet God at Bethel. Letôs talk more 
later.ò



Settling yet being pilgrims (33:17 -20)

Jacob went to Succoth, built a house 
instead of a tent. Then he went to 
Shechem.

He built an altar & called it El -Elohe-
Israel; (ñGod the God of Israelò)

He fulfilled his promise of 28:20,21 ñIf 
God will be with me & I return, then 
the LORD will be my God.ò

But he dragged his feet and brought 
more pain on his family.




