
Leader

Joseph, being seventeen years old, was 
pasturing the flock with his brothers. He 
was a boy with the sons of Bilhah and 
Zilpah, his father's wives. And Joseph 
brought a bad report of them to their 
father.3 Now Israel loved Joseph more 
than any other of his sons, because he 
was the son of his old age. And he 
made him a robe of many colors. 

Gen 37:1-3 (ESV)



Cong.
4 But when his brothers saw that their 
father loved him moreéthey hated him 
and could not speak peacefully to him.5 

Now Joseph had a dream, and when he 
told it to his brothers they hated him 
even more. 6 He saidé"Hear this dream 
é: 7 Behold, we were binding sheaves 
in the field, and behold, my sheaf arose 
and stood upright. And é your sheaves 
é bowed down to my sheaf.ò

Genesis 37:4-7



Leader

11 And his brothers were jealousé
12 Now his brothers went to pasture 
their father's flock near Shechem. 
é14 So he said to him, "Go now, see if it 
is well with your brothers and with the 
flock..." So he sent him from the Valley 
of Hebron, and he came to Shechem. 

Genesis 37:11-14



Cong. Gen. 37:17-25
17 So Joseph went after his brothers and 
found them at Dothan. é19 They said to 
one another, "Here comes this dreamer. 
20 Come now, let us kill him and throw 
him into one of the pits é 25 Then they 
sat down to eat. And looking up they 
saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming 
from Gilead, with their camels bearing 
gum, balm, and myrrh, on their way to 
carry it down to Egypt. 



Leader Gen. 37:31-34
31 Then they took Joseph's robe and 
slaughtered a goat and dipped the robe 
é32 And they sent the robe éto their 
father é"This we have found; please 
identify whether it is your son's ...ñ 33 

And he said, "It is my son's robe. A 
fierce animal has devoured him. ..." 
34 Then Jacob tore his garments and put 
sackcloth on his loins and mourned for 
his son many days.



Cong.
36 Meanwhile the Midianites had sold 
him in Egypt to Potiphar, an officer of 
Pharaoh, the captain of the guard. 

Gen. 37:36



Genesis 37

God Gives Joseph 50/20 Vision



Theme:
God planned to bless and planted the dream 
in Joseph. He used his brothersô hatred to 
fulfill the plan & refine Joseph & his vision.



ÁBethel



God planned & planted a dream (37:1-11)

Jacob preferred & promoted Joseph

ïThe coat set him apart 

ïHe made him ñsupervisorò

ïStronghold of favoritism?

God gave his sovereign plan in two 
dreams. Joseph shared them 
prematurely and immaturely.

His brothers reacted in hatred & envy; 
Jacob kept it in mind (8,11) 



Brothers devised destruction (37:12-31)

How do you react in similar situations?

Jacobôs naiveteô & refusal to deal with 
the stronghold of favoritism exposed 
Joseph to danger & his brothers to 
temptation.

His brothers devised a plan to get rid 
of the ñdreamerò out of envy & 
resentment. Reuben (21) and Judah 
(26) tried to persuade them to stop.



Brothers devised destruction (37:12-31)

They sold Joseph, Abrahamôs great-
grandson, to the Ishmaelites
(Midianites), other great -grandchildren 
God used them to save Joseph.

He uses evil people, naïve people, 
foolish people. Even the devil is ñGodôs 
devilò. 



God revised their evil plan (37:32-36)

God gave Joseph 50/20 vision to keep 
him on his mission.

Principles:

ïGod plants dreams in us to fulfill His 
sovereign purpose
ïJeremiah 29:11(ESV) 11For I know the 

plans I have for you, declares the Lord, 
plans for wholeness and not for evil, to 
give you a future and a hope.

The dreams need refining & so does 
the dreamer



ñGodgives dreams that fit His Purposeò


