
Leader

1 éJudah went down from his brothers 
and turned aside to a é Adullamite, 
whose name was Hirah. 2 There Judah 
saw the daughter of a certain Canaanite 
éHe took her and went in to her, 3 and 
sheébore a sonéEr. 4 She conceived 
againéand she called his name Onan. 
5 Yet again she bore a sonéShelah. é
6 And Judah took a wife for Er his 
firstborn, and her name was Tamar

Gen 38:1-6 (ESV)



Cong.
7 But Eréwas wicked é and the Lord 
put him to death. 8 Then Judah said to 
Onan, "Goéperform the duty of a 
brother-in-law to her, and raise up 
offspring éò9 But Onan knew that the 
offspring would not be his. So...he 
would waste the semen on the ground, 
so as not to give offspring to his 
brother. 10 And what he did was wicked 
in the sight of the Lord, and he put him 
to death also. 

Genesis 38:7-10



Leader

11 Then Judah said to Tamaré "Remain a 
widow é till Shelah my son grows up"ð
for he feared that he would die, like his 
brothersé12éthe wife of Judah diedé13 

And when Tamar was told, "Your father -
in-law is goingéto shear his sheep," 14 

she took off her widow's garments and 
covered herself with a veiléand satéon 
the road to Timnah. For she saw éshe 
had not been given in marriage. 

Genesis 38:11-14



Cong. Gen. 38:15-18
15éJudahéthought she was a 
prostituteé16 He é said, "Come, let me 
come in to you," for he did not know 
that she was his daughter-in-law. She 
said, "What will you give meéò17 é"I will 
send you a young goat..." And she said, 
ñégive me a pledge, until you send itð
ò18 é"Your signet and your cord and 
your staff..." So he gave theméand 
went in to her, and she conceived é



Leader Gen. 38:20-24
20 When Judah sent the young goat by 
his friendéhe did not find heré

23 And Judah replied, "Let her keep the 
things éor we shall be laughed at..." 24 

élater Judah was told, "Tamaréhas 
been immoraléshe is pregnant by 

immorality." And Judah said, "Bring her 
out, and let her be burned." 



Cong.
25 As she was being brought out, she 
sent word to her father -in-law, "By the 
man to whom these belong, I am 
pregnant." "Please identify whose 
these are, the signet and the cord and 
the staff.ñ 26 Then Judah identified 
them and said, "She is more righteous 
than I, since I did not give her to my 
son Shelah." And he did not know her 
again. 

Gen. 38:25,26



Genesis 38

How God Gives Us 50/20 Vision



Theme:
God has a corporate mission for us. If 
individuals ignore it and pursue self 
gratification He will keep revising their 
selfish plans, whether they come to 
own His mission or not.



ÁTimnah



Judah ignored Godôs plan (38:1-11)

As Joseph landed in Potipharôshouse, 
Juday ignored Godôs plan and 
separated from his brothers. He met a 
Canaanite girl, took her & set out to 
build his own dream.

Jeremiah 2:13 (ESV) 13émy people have 

committed two evils: they have 

forsaken me, the fountain of living 

waters, and hewed out cisterns foré 

broken cisterns that can hold no water. 



Judah ignored Godôs plan (38:1-11)

Judah had 20/50 (sidewalk) vision

Do You? Or do you look for Godôs work 
and join in? 



Judah ignored Godôs plan (38:1-11)

His Canaanite wife bore Er, Onan & 
Shelah. Judah took Tamar as wife for 
Er. God killed him for his evil.

Onan refused to raise up offspring for 
his brother. He pursued selfish sex, 
adding contempt to ignoring of Godôs 
mission. 

God took his life also. He sent Joseph 
ahead to Egypt to build them & avoid 
Canaanite absorption of Israel.



Judah ignored Godôs plan (38:1-11)

Judah sent Tamar home out of fear 
óuntil Shelahgrow upô, blaming her.

Principles:
ïSeeking best friends & marrying outside 
Godôs family brings trouble.

ïSex is not a private matter. Youôre ready 
for it when youôre ready to build a godly 
heritage. Sex is not simply for self-
gratification. 



God used Tamar to rebuke Judah (38:12-26)

Judah lost his wife. Tamar dressed as 
a prostitute & enticed him since he 
hadnôt kept his word about Shelah.

She took as deposit Judahôs signet ring 
and staff.

Principle: Seeking sexual gratification 
without taking responsibility will catch 
up with you.



God Preserved His plan (38:27-30)

Tamar bore Perez (óbreakthroughô) 
ancestor of Boaz, David & Christ!

Ruth 4:1-12; Matt. 1:1 -6,16

Principles:

ïGod revises selfish dreams & fulfills 
the corporate mission.

ïDisciples put aside individual dreams 
for Christôs group mission. So get a 
clear vision & go to it!


