
Leader
1 éafter this, the cupbearer of the king 
of Egypt and his baker committed an 
offenseé2 And Pharaoh was angry é3 

and he put theméin the prison where 
Joseph was confined. 4 The captain of 
the guard appointed Joseph to be with 
themé5 And one night they both 
dreamedé6 When Joseph came é he 
saw that they were troubled. 7 So he 
askedé"Why are your faces downcast 
today?ñ 

Gen 40:1-7 (ESV)



Cong.
8 They said é"We have had dreams, and 
there is no one to interpret them." And 
Joseph saidé"Do not interpretations 
belong to God?...ñ9 So theécupbearer 
told his dream é"In my dream there 
was a vine éAs soon as it budded, its 
blossoms shot forthéinto grapes. 
11 Pharaoh's cup was in my hand, and I 
took the grapes and pressed them into 
Pharaoh's cup and placed the cup in 
Pharaoh's handéò

Genesis 40:8-11



Leader
12 Then Joseph said ñé the three 
branches are three days.13 In three days 
Pharaoh will lift up your head and 
restore you to your office, and you shall 
place Pharaoh's cup in his hand as 
formerly... 14 Only remember meéand 
pleaseémention me to Pharaoh, and so 
get me out ... 15 For I waséstolen out of 
the land of the Hebrews, and here also I 
have done nothing that they should put 
me into the pit." 

Genesis 40:12-15



Cong. Gen. 40:16-19
16 éthe chief baker ésaid to Joseph, "I 
also had a dream: there were three 
cake baskets on my head, 17 é but the 
birds were eating it out of the basket on 
my head.ñ 18 And Joseph ésaid, "This is 
its interpretation: the three baskets are 
three days. 19 In three days Pharaoh will 
lift up your headðfrom you!ðand hang 
you on a tree. And the birds will eat the 
flesh from you." 



Leader Gen. 40:20-23
20 On the third day, which was Pharaoh's 
birthday, he made a feast éand lifted 
up the head of the chief cupbearer and 
the head of the chief baker among his 
servants.21 He restored the chief 
cupbearer to his positioné22 But he 
hanged the chief baker, as Joseph had 
interpreted to them. 23 Yet the chief 
cupbearer did not remember Joseph, 
but forgot him. 



Genesis 40
Turning Victimization into Victory



Theme:
Joseph overcame temptation by 
focusing on the vision God planted in 
him. We overcome the same way.  





Josephôs other temptation (40:1-4)

Joseph is steward over the prison.

He prospered. He served Pharoahôs
cupbearer & baker in prison.

He was tempted to misunderstand the 
test (Ps. 105:19) and act é

ïas a ñvictimò, blaming his brothers & 
Potipharôswife &

ïdespairing of the dream God gave.



Principles: (40:1-4)

Virtue isnôt rewarded by immediate 
prosperity. Character is its own 
reward.

Weôre tempted to blame others & quit.

Myth: You have to feel good to do 
right. ñFeeling is a kind of musical 
accompaniment to the business of 
livingéItôs enjoyable to have the band 
play as we march to Zion, it is by no 
means indispensibleéò  Tozer



Victims verbalizations é

If _____ would then I couldé

God promised _____. I got ____.

Joseph: ñIôm not a victim.ò He saw 
opportunity to interpret dreams for the 
cupbearer and the baker. 



Joseph other victory (40:5-19)

Principles: Grab the opportunities God 
gives to shake off victimization.

Victims try to save their lives & lose.
ïMatt. 16:25

Victors face disappointment & act.
ïJohn 5 man @ pool. ñNo one to help me.ò 

ïJesus: ñDo you want to get well?ò


