
Leader
1 After two whole years, Pharaoh 
dreamed that he was standing by the 
Nile, 2 and behold, there came up out of 
the Nile seven cows attractive and 
plump, and they fed in the reed grass. 
3 And behold, seven other cows, ugly 
and thin, came up out of the Nile after 
them, and stood by the other cows on 
the bank of the Nile. 4 And the ugly, thin 
cows ate up the seven attractive, plump 
cows. And Pharaoh awoke.

Gen 41:1-4 (ESV)



Cong.
5 And he édreamed a second time. And 
behold, seven ears of grain, plump and 
good, were growing on one stalk. 6 

éafter them sprouted seven ears, thin 
and blighted ... 7 And the thin ears 
swallowed up the éfull ears. And 
Pharaoh awokeé8 Soéhis spirit was 
troubled, and heécalled for all the 
magicians of Egypt éPharaoh told them 
his dreams, but there was none who 
could interpret them to Pharaoh. 

Genesis 41:5-8



Leader
9 Then the chief cupbearer said ... 10 

When Pharaoh was angry é and put me 
éin custody é A young Hebrew was 
there with us, a servant of the captain 
of the guardéhe interpreted our dreams 
to us é13 And as he interpreted to us, 
so it came about. I was restored to my 
office, and the baker was hanged." 

Genesis 41:9-13



Cong. Gen. 41:14-16
14 Then Pharaohécalled Joseph, and 
they quickly brought him out of the pit. 
And when he had shaved himself and 
changed his clothes, he came in before 
Pharaoh. 15 And Pharaoh said é"I have 
had a dreaméI have heardéthat when 
you hear a dream you can interpret it.ñ 
16 Joseph answered é "It is not in me; 
God will give Pharaoh a favorable 
answer.ñ



Leader Gen. 41:28-34
28 éGod has shown éwhat he is about 
to do. 29 There will come seven years of 
é plenty throughout é Egypt,30 but é 
there will arise seven years of famineé 
32 And é God will shortly bring it about. 
33 Now therefore let Pharaoh select a 
discerning and wise manéover the land 
é34 Let Pharaoh éappoint overseers 
éand take one-fifth of the produce é 
during the seven plentiful years.



Cong. Gen. 41:41-43
41 And Pharaoh said to Joseph, "See, I 
have set you over all the land of Egypt." 
42 Then Pharaoh took his signet ring 
from his hand and put it on Joseph's 
hand, and clothed him in garments of 
fine linen and put a gold chain about his 
neck. 43 And he made him ride in his 
second chariot. And they called out 
before him, "Bow the knee!" Thus he 
set him over all the land of Egypt. 



Leader Gen. 41:50-52
50 Before the year of famine came, two 
sons were born to Joseph. Asenath, the 
daughter of Potiphera priest of On, bore 
them to him. 51 Joseph called the name 
of the firstborn Manasseh. "For," he 
said, "God has made me forget all my 
hardship and all my father's house." 
52 The name of the second he called 
Ephraim, "For God has made me fruitful 
in the land of my affliction."



Cong. Gen. 41:56,57

56 So when the famine had spread over 
all the land, Joseph opened all the 
storehouses and sold to the Egyptians, 
é57 Moreover, all the earth came to 
Egypt to Joseph to buy grain, because 
the famine was severe over all the 
earth.



Genesis 41

From Prison to Palace



Theme:
God controls nations & people for His 
glory and our good. When we see our 
mission clearly we can handle adversity 
and prosperity.





God controls nations for His glory (41:1-8)

God tested Joseph for 2 more years

ïHe passed the sex & victim tests

ïVirtue (moral power) resulted

People and nations use human 
wisdom and miss what God is doing

1Cor. 2:12,14 Now we have received 
not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit 
who is from God, that we might 
understand the things freely given us 
by God.12 



God controls nations for His glory (41:1-8)

Principle: Christ is head over all for the 
good of the church. Eph. 1:22

Implications?



God calls us to declare his plan (41:9-36)

The cup bearer remembered Joseph 

Pharaoh called him. Fearless of 
Pharaoh, Joseph gave glory to God.

Interpretation of dream: 7 good years 
followed by 7 bad years.

This is what God is doingéthis is what 
we should do.

2Cor. 5:21 We are His ambassadorsé

God
Us



God calls us to declare his plan (41:9-36)

Principles: God prepares others for His 
message thru us; fear Him, not them.

Be ready to help people move from 
ófeltô need to órealô need. 


