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» |Is Christ the only W§y3 Our tre

P~

after all, also knew é Creator.God.

My lecturer says that these three __g ns
are only different paths up the same+
mountain — at the top of the mountain
(eternal life) they all converge. What do you
say? Is the Christian faith unigue? How
could | be sure about this? - A student in

Religious Studies, Ghana



Aren’tall
religions
basically the
same?
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 Religious Pluralism is'the «

there are many paths up Mt. Fuiji, so there
are many paths to God. Differences among
the religions are superficial.
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are fundamental in nature and %Ily s
contradictory.

The teachings of the major religions abﬂj:t God
or “Ultimate Reality” are contradictory.
Hindus are pantheists or polytheists. Buddhists
are atheists or pantheists. Muslims are theists
and unitarian. Christians are theists but
trinitarian. These views cannot all be true.
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« The teachings of the major religions abot
and salvation are contradictory-="" . ,

» Hindus see man as fundamentally divine, but
trapped in this world due to ignorance and bad
karma. Deliverance comes from changing our
beliefs about reality and our true identity.

« Buddhists see man as trapped in this world of
suffering due to selfish desire. Deliverance from
this world comes from extinguishing desire, or
seeking the aid of supernatural beings in doing
o}




nature, and under God’s judg fo
disobedience to His laws. Salvation come
through submitting to the laws of God’,’; :
Christians believe that man is alienated from
God and under His judgment due to his sinful
rebellion against Him. But salvation can only
come as a result of trusting in what He has
graciously done by providing His Son Jesus as
an atoning sacrifice for our sin, and by His

Spirit changing us from within.



+ The contention that Wha fers | fe
objective teaching but mora w
spiritual transformation, is untenable.-

« Again, how do we really know this iis the
case? On what authority do we believe
this Is so?

o~ '.



definition of “truth.”



they are identical. Jesus drew a str"ong. ,
distinction between external morality and
piety, and true internal spirituality (Matt. 5-7).

The belief that all religions are true in the sense
that they all bring us to God requires that we
believe they are all false in what they
objectively teach!



|t seems improbable
that that which is
false could be the
means of helping us
experience that
which is “true”!



deny the most important teachings of®
Scripture. ,{‘ \
Religious Pluralism requires that we abandon
belief in the uniqueness of Christ. His claims to
deity, and the biblical teaching about His
atoning death and resurrection cannot be true,

If Religious Pluralism is true.



then Religious Pluralism must¢ w’a tt
explanation for the wealth of evidence,

has led so many to conclude that they aare{rue.
The evidence cannot be simply swept awayI

« However, If the evidence is convincing that
these teachings are true, then Religious
Pluralism must be false!
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Speaking of mountain paths

»

“The unproved assumptionof 1
common mountain analogy is tF ﬁ.' &
roads go up, not down; that man makes
roads, not God; that religion is man®s
search for God, not God's search for man.
C. S. Lewis says this sounds like "‘the
mouse's search for the cat"’.



True religion is not f ke a aclot i,’,
wafting up from spemal spirits.intc
nostrils of a waiting God, but-
hand thrust downward to rescue the fallen.
Throughout the Bible, man-made religion
fails. There is no human way up the
mountain, only a divine way down. ""No
man has seen God at any time. The only
begotten Son who is In the bosom of the
Father, he has made him known."" — Peter
Kreeft
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the ethical and religious teachm‘ﬁé ‘{thelr
founders, but Christianity is built'on 1 the
great events of creation and redemption.”

 (Henry Morris, Many Infallible Proofs,
Creation Life Publishers, 1974, p. 10)



as Christians, we stand flrmly on His
teachings. No one ever spoke and’faught
like Jesus, but ultimately, the value of
what He said Is dependent upon who He
was and what He did and the abundant
historical evidence that authenticated His

life and words.



The Unlqueneé of |
» The uniqueness of hris ;’-2{*.
ultimately depends’ onth e u Toli[c
Jesus Christ. Some try to ole C rist.
among the great religious Ieaag oA
history, as one among many, but tﬁls IS
grotesque and absurd. Either He was who
He said He was (Lord) and who history
demonstrates Him to be, or, He is a Liar
or a Lunatic, but he Is certainly not a
|_egend.
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evidence.

» Christianity is unique as a grace’I;a:sed’
rather than a ‘works based’ religion. A
‘God reaching down as opposed to man
climbing up...’

o Christianity is centered around the life
and teachings of Jesus Christ.




teaching but offers salvation thr
restored relationship W|th God.

+ Christianity offers a unique way I,
salvation. This is done by an individual’s
trusting in the finished work of Christ on

the cross on their behalf.
 Christianity offers a risen Savior.
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feature of Christianity. The _
Christ was prophesied in minute (
regarding His lineage, nature, place ofébfrt
where He would be raised, His career, pur
the specific manner and nature of His deat
His resurrection, and many other fulfilled

i
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prophecies. And all of these prophecies were
made hundreds of years before His birth or first

advent.



ory. By the

miraculous work of the Holy Spirit, amj’éfter a
‘normal 9-month’ pregnancy, Mary gave birth
to a son who was also God’s Son. He was the
God-man Savior—not a God-indwelt man. He
was both true and genuine humanity and
undiminished deity united in one Person
forever.



things (Jn. 1:1; Col 1:16). As ma ~

sinless and came as the sinless substltu{e'to die
for mankind’s sin. But the declaration of
Scripture and the evidence of His life affirm
that He was not half man and half God, but
totally man and totally God united In one
Person. No other religious leader has ever
seriously made such a claim.



Jesus Chrlst did the thmgs He did or mai
claims He made. /-';7'

In view of Christ’s mighty words and works,
and the perfect and sinless person men found
Him to be, the claims He made cannot be
dismissed. People cannot, in all honesty to the
historical evidence, dismiss Christ’s claims as
those of a mad man or reject Him as a fraud.



* First, His death is unlque Qpb '

crucified, but because it wasprog e5|e"'

o

Psalm 22 long before death by crucifiXior

« Second, it is unique because of themaﬁffer In
which he died, displaying his sinless and holy
character.

._



the cross and the events of that day, thi _Roman
centurion who had seen hundreds die on a Cross
said, “truly this was the Son of God.”



The Unigueness of HIS Irre
« |t was predicted in the OT (Ps. 2,.
predicted his own resurrection-(dor
Matt. 12:40-42)

- His resurrection was witnessed by moﬂé‘fhan
500 people over a period of 40 days on at least
12 separate occasions.

 Other religious and philosophical leaders have
come and gone, risen and fallen, but none have
come back from the dead to carry on their work
as did Jesus Christ.



village, where He worked » i
until He was thirty. Then for threeyears He
was an itinerant preacher. He never wre te a
book. He never held an office. He never had a
family or owned a home. He didn’t go to
college. He never visited a big city. He never
traveled two hundred miles from the place
where he was born. He did none of the things
that usually accompany greatness. He had no
credentials but Himself.



dietAo Hiis enemies ahtaio® ' roul
mockery of a trial. He was nailed t
between two thieves.

While He was dying, His executioners gambled
for His garments, the only property he had on
earth. When He was dead, He was laid in a
borrowed grave through the pity of a friend.
Nineteen centuries have come and gone, and
today He Is the central figure of the human race.



r ar’ ] a
that ever sailed, aII th pa( aments tha _
sat, all the kings that ever reighec ‘p'ut sfl_.- 1€
have not affected the life of man onthisearth
as much as that one solitary life. 3
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Jesus Christ is Unigies=*"

He is the most unique person in the entire istory
of the human race. No other religious leader can
compare to Jesus Christ, he stands alone as
unique and superior.
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« Everyone who beliéves in Hi Jes
receives forgiveness of sins’ % :

. “God is now declaring to men that all

everywhere should repent” (Acts 17:30).

e “For there is one God, and one mediator
also between God and men, the man
Christ Jesus, who gave Himself as a
ransom for all” (1 Tim. 2:5-6).




not have the son of God does n
(1 John 5:12).

“So faith comes from hearing, and heag@‘by
the word of [or about] Christ” (Rom. 10:17).

We must conclude, then, that the voice of
Scripture affirms that for one to come to salvation,
he must hear and place his faith in the message
about that salvation which God reveals to him.



“I have traveled the world.
low. | have found nothi : m
my heart, and the deepest longing of my'sot
Jesus does. He is not only the way, the tre f
the life; he Is personal to me. He is my way, y, and
my truth, and my life — just as he can be for anyone
who reaches out to him.” (Ravi Zacharias, The

Case for Faith, p. 166)
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