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Can You Really 
Trust the Bible? 



1111.  Do we have an accurate .  Do we have an accurate .  Do we have an accurate .  Do we have an accurate 
copy of the original copy of the original copy of the original copy of the original OT OT OT OT 
documents?documents?documents?documents?    

2.2.2.2.        Do Do Do Do the original the original the original the original OT OT OT OT 
documents tell the truthdocuments tell the truthdocuments tell the truthdocuments tell the truth????    

 



The Reliability of the OT 

The Text –  

1. The Transmission of the Hebrew Bible;  

2. The Dead Sea Scrolls; 

3. The Septuagint. 



The Masoretic Manuscripts  
• 'The Masoretes were well disciplined and 

treated the text with the greatest imaginable 
reverence, and devised a complicated system 
of safeguards against scribal slips.  They 
counted, for example, the number of times 
each letter of the alphabet occurs in each 
book; they pointed out the middle letter of 
the Pentateuch and the middle letter of the 
whole Hebrew Bible, and made even more 
detailed calculations than these.  'Everything 
countable seems to be counted.' says 
Wheeler Robinson, and they made up 
mnemonics by which the various totals might 
be readily remembered.‗ – F. F. Bruce 



The Dead Sea Scrolls 

• The Text - The 

Transmission of 

the Hebrew 

Bible; the Dead 

Sea Scrolls and 

the Septuagint. 

Gleason Archer states that the 
Isaiah copies from the Qumran 
community ―…proved to be word for 
word identical with our standard 
Hebrew Bible in more than 95 
percent of the text.  The 5 percent of 
the variation consisted of obvious 
slips of the pen and variations in 
spelling." 



'The LXX and the scriptural citations 
found in the apocryphal books of 
Ecclesiaticus, the Book of Jubilees and 
others, give evidence that the Hebrew 
text today is substantially the same as 
the text about 300 B.C.' 

The Septuagint (LXX) 



1.  Do we have an accurate 1.  Do we have an accurate 1.  Do we have an accurate 1.  Do we have an accurate 
copy of the original copy of the original copy of the original copy of the original OT OT OT OT 
documents?documents?documents?documents?    

2.2.2.2.        Do Do Do Do the original the original the original the original OT OT OT OT 
documents tell the truthdocuments tell the truthdocuments tell the truthdocuments tell the truth????    

 



History & Archeology 

• The History - 
How Archeology 
helps us to trust 
the reliability of 
the OT. 

• (House of David 
inscription) 



Archeology and  
the Old Testament 

'It is worth emphasizing that in all 
this work no archeological 

discovery has ever controverted a 
single, properly understood biblical 

statement.‗ - Reformed Jewish 
scholar Norman Glueck 



The Testimony of Jesus 
• The Testimony –  

• Jesus (and the writers 
of the NT) believed the 
OT to be Scripture. 

• "This is what I told you 
while I was still with 
you: Everything must 
be fulfilled that is 
written about me in 
the Law of Moses, the 
Prophets and the 
Psalms." Luke 24:44 

 

    The great number of 
quotations or 
allusions to OT event, 
as historical, from 
Genesis through the 
prophets provide 
ample evidence that 
the NT writers 
affirmed the OT as 
scripture, God's 
revelation. 

 



1.  Do we have an accurate 1.  Do we have an accurate 1.  Do we have an accurate 1.  Do we have an accurate 
copy of the original NT copy of the original NT copy of the original NT copy of the original NT 
documents?documents?documents?documents?    

2.2.2.2.        Do Do Do Do the original NT the original NT the original NT the original NT 
documents tell the truthdocuments tell the truthdocuments tell the truthdocuments tell the truth????    



Reliability of NT 
Documents 

We have a reliable text  

• The Abundance of Manuscripts 

• The proximity of the manuscripts to the time 
of their original composition 

• The witness of the church Fathers concerning 
the NT writings 
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1.1.1.1. 7 Epistle of Ignatius (107 A.D.)7 Epistle of Ignatius (107 A.D.)7 Epistle of Ignatius (107 A.D.)7 Epistle of Ignatius (107 A.D.)    
    He quotes from Matthew, Luke, He quotes from Matthew, Luke, He quotes from Matthew, Luke, He quotes from Matthew, Luke, 
John, and most of the letters of John, and most of the letters of John, and most of the letters of John, and most of the letters of 
Paul, including 2 Timothy, he Paul, including 2 Timothy, he Paul, including 2 Timothy, he Paul, including 2 Timothy, he 
also uses Acts, Hebrews, James also uses Acts, Hebrews, James also uses Acts, Hebrews, James also uses Acts, Hebrews, James 
and 1 Peter. and 1 Peter. and 1 Peter. and 1 Peter.     

2.2.2.2. Clement of Rome (c. 95 A.D.) Clement of Rome (c. 95 A.D.) Clement of Rome (c. 95 A.D.) Clement of Rome (c. 95 A.D.)     
    He clearly uses both Romans, 1He clearly uses both Romans, 1He clearly uses both Romans, 1He clearly uses both Romans, 1----
2 Corinthians, Acts, Titus, 2 Corinthians, Acts, Titus, 2 Corinthians, Acts, Titus, 2 Corinthians, Acts, Titus, 
Hebrews, James, and 1Hebrews, James, and 1Hebrews, James, and 1Hebrews, James, and 1----2 Peter. 2 Peter. 2 Peter. 2 Peter.     

3,600 Quotations from the 
early Church Fathers 



"These quotations are so extensive that "These quotations are so extensive that "These quotations are so extensive that "These quotations are so extensive that 
the New Testament could virtually be the New Testament could virtually be the New Testament could virtually be the New Testament could virtually be 
reconstructed from them without the reconstructed from them without the reconstructed from them without the reconstructed from them without the 
use of New Testament Manuscripts." use of New Testament Manuscripts." use of New Testament Manuscripts." use of New Testament Manuscripts."     

Dr. J. Harold Greenlee Dr. J. Harold Greenlee Dr. J. Harold Greenlee Dr. J. Harold Greenlee     

3,600 Quotations from the 
early Church Fathers 



1.1.1.1. MORE ManuscriptsMORE ManuscriptsMORE ManuscriptsMORE Manuscripts    
5600 vs. 105600 vs. 105600 vs. 105600 vs. 10----20 mss.20 mss.20 mss.20 mss.    

2.2.2.2. EARLIER ManuscriptsEARLIER ManuscriptsEARLIER ManuscriptsEARLIER Manuscripts    
50 Yr. Gap vs. 1000 Yr. Gap50 Yr. Gap vs. 1000 Yr. Gap50 Yr. Gap vs. 1000 Yr. Gap50 Yr. Gap vs. 1000 Yr. Gap    

3.3.3.3. MORE Accurately Copied MORE Accurately Copied MORE Accurately Copied MORE Accurately Copied 
Manuscripts Manuscripts Manuscripts Manuscripts ––––99.9% vs. 9099.9% vs. 9099.9% vs. 9099.9% vs. 90----95%95%95%95%    

4.4.4.4. MORE Abundantly Supported MORE Abundantly Supported MORE Abundantly Supported MORE Abundantly Supported 
ManuscriptsManuscriptsManuscriptsManuscripts    
18,000 non18,000 non18,000 non18,000 non----Greek mss; Greek mss; Greek mss; Greek mss;     
36,000 quotations36,000 quotations36,000 quotations36,000 quotations        

We have an accurate copy of 
the NT manuscript! 



"No other work from "No other work from "No other work from "No other work from GraecoGraecoGraecoGraeco----Roman Roman Roman Roman 
antiquity is so well attested by antiquity is so well attested by antiquity is so well attested by antiquity is so well attested by 
manuscript tradition as the New manuscript tradition as the New manuscript tradition as the New manuscript tradition as the New 
Testament.  There are many more Testament.  There are many more Testament.  There are many more Testament.  There are many more 
early manuscripts of the New early manuscripts of the New early manuscripts of the New early manuscripts of the New 
Testament than there are of any Testament than there are of any Testament than there are of any Testament than there are of any 
classical author, and the oldest classical author, and the oldest classical author, and the oldest classical author, and the oldest 
extensive remains of it date only about extensive remains of it date only about extensive remains of it date only about extensive remains of it date only about 
two centuries after their original two centuries after their original two centuries after their original two centuries after their original 
composition.composition.composition.composition.    

Dr. William AlbrightDr. William AlbrightDr. William AlbrightDr. William Albright    



"In real terms, the New Testament is easily "In real terms, the New Testament is easily "In real terms, the New Testament is easily "In real terms, the New Testament is easily 
the best attested ancient writing in terms the best attested ancient writing in terms the best attested ancient writing in terms the best attested ancient writing in terms 

of the sheer number of documents, the of the sheer number of documents, the of the sheer number of documents, the of the sheer number of documents, the 
time span between the events and the time span between the events and the time span between the events and the time span between the events and the 

document, and the variety of documents document, and the variety of documents document, and the variety of documents document, and the variety of documents 
available to sustain or contradict it.  available to sustain or contradict it.  available to sustain or contradict it.  available to sustain or contradict it.  

There is nothing in ancient manuscript There is nothing in ancient manuscript There is nothing in ancient manuscript There is nothing in ancient manuscript 
evidence to match such textual evidence to match such textual evidence to match such textual evidence to match such textual 

availability and integrity.“availability and integrity.“availability and integrity.“availability and integrity.“    

Ravi ZachariasRavi ZachariasRavi ZachariasRavi Zacharias    



1.  1.  1.  1.  Do we have an accurate copy of Do we have an accurate copy of Do we have an accurate copy of Do we have an accurate copy of 
the original NT documents?the original NT documents?the original NT documents?the original NT documents?    

2.2.2.2.        Do Do Do Do the original NT documents the original NT documents the original NT documents the original NT documents 
tell the truthtell the truthtell the truthtell the truth????    



1.1.1.1. EEEEarly arly arly arly TestimonyTestimonyTestimonyTestimony    

2.2.2.2. EEEEyewitness Testimonyyewitness Testimonyyewitness Testimonyyewitness Testimony    

3.3.3.3. EEEEmbarrassing Testimonymbarrassing Testimonymbarrassing Testimonymbarrassing Testimony    

4.4.4.4. EEEExcruciating Testimonyxcruciating Testimonyxcruciating Testimonyxcruciating Testimony    

5.5.5.5. EEEExpected Testimonyxpected Testimonyxpected Testimonyxpected Testimony    

6.6.6.6. EEEExtraxtraxtraxtra----Biblical Biblical Biblical Biblical TestimonyTestimonyTestimonyTestimony    

Evidence That the NT Is True! 
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Romans, Romans, Romans, Romans, 2 2 2 2 Corinthians, GalatiansCorinthians, GalatiansCorinthians, GalatiansCorinthians, Galatians    

MarkMarkMarkMark    

Most or all NTMost or all NTMost or all NTMost or all NT    

AGE OF EYEWITNESSES 

1.  Early Testimony 



““““In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius CaesarCaesarCaesarCaesar––––
when when when when Pontius Pilate was Pontius Pilate was Pontius Pilate was Pontius Pilate was governor of governor of governor of governor of Judea, Herod Judea, Herod Judea, Herod Judea, Herod 
tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of ItureaItureaItureaIturea    
and and and and TraconitisTraconitisTraconitisTraconitis, and , and , and , and LysaniasLysaniasLysaniasLysanias    tetrarch of tetrarch of tetrarch of tetrarch of AbileneAbileneAbileneAbilene––––during during during during 
the high priesthood of the high priesthood of the high priesthood of the high priesthood of AnnasAnnasAnnasAnnas    and and and and Caiaphas, the word of Caiaphas, the word of Caiaphas, the word of Caiaphas, the word of 
God came to John son God came to John son God came to John son God came to John son of of of of Zechariah in the Zechariah in the Zechariah in the Zechariah in the desert.” desert.” desert.” desert.”     

Luke 3:1Luke 3:1Luke 3:1Luke 3:1----2222    

$ÏÅÓ ÉÔ ÓÏÕÎÄ ÌÉËÅ ÈÅȭÓ ÍÁËÉÎÇ ÕÐ Á ÓÔÏÒÙȩ$ÏÅÓ ÉÔ ÓÏÕÎÄ ÌÉËÅ ÈÅȭÓ ÍÁËÉÎÇ ÕÐ Á ÓÔÏÒÙȩ$ÏÅÓ ÉÔ ÓÏÕÎÄ ÌÉËÅ ÈÅȭÓ ÍÁËÉÎÇ ÕÐ Á ÓÔÏÒÙȩ$ÏÅÓ ÉÔ ÓÏÕÎÄ ÌÉËÅ ÈÅȭÓ ÍÁËÉÎÇ ÕÐ Á ÓÔÏÒÙȩ    
1.1.1.1. An An An An exact date is givenexact date is givenexact date is givenexact date is given--------A.D. 29.A.D. 29.A.D. 29.A.D. 29.    
2.2.2.2. All All All All eight people are known from history.eight people are known from history.eight people are known from history.eight people are known from history.    
3.3.3.3. All All All All were known to live at this exact time.were known to live at this exact time.were known to live at this exact time.were known to live at this exact time.    
4.4.4.4. This This This This is not a is not a is not a is not a Ȱ/ÎÃÅ 5ÐÏÎ ! 4ÉÍÅȱ ÓÔÏÒÙ ɉÍÙÔÈɊȢȰ/ÎÃÅ 5ÐÏÎ ! 4ÉÍÅȱ ÓÔÏÒÙ ɉÍÙÔÈɊȢȰ/ÎÃÅ 5ÐÏÎ ! 4ÉÍÅȱ ÓÔÏÒÙ ɉÍÙÔÈɊȢȰ/ÎÃÅ 5ÐÏÎ ! 4ÉÍÅȱ ÓÔÏÒÙ ɉÍÙÔÈɊȢ    

2.  Eyewitness Testimony 



1 Corinthians 15:31 Corinthians 15:31 Corinthians 15:31 Corinthians 15:3----8888    
For what I received I passed onFor what I received I passed onFor what I received I passed onFor what I received I passed on    to you as of first to you as of first to you as of first to you as of first 
importance: that Christ died for our sins according to importance: that Christ died for our sins according to importance: that Christ died for our sins according to importance: that Christ died for our sins according to 
the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised 
on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that 
he appeared to he appeared to he appeared to he appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve.Peter, and then to the Twelve.Peter, and then to the Twelve.Peter, and then to the Twelve.    After After After After 
that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the 
brothers at the same time, most of whom are still brothers at the same time, most of whom are still brothers at the same time, most of whom are still brothers at the same time, most of whom are still 
living, though some have living, though some have living, though some have living, though some have fallen asleep.  Then hefallen asleep.  Then hefallen asleep.  Then hefallen asleep.  Then he    
appeared to James, then to all the apostles, and last appeared to James, then to all the apostles, and last appeared to James, then to all the apostles, and last appeared to James, then to all the apostles, and last 
of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally 
born.born.born.born.    

2.  Eyewitness Testimony 



1.1.1.1. Acts Acts Acts Acts --------    84 historically84 historically84 historically84 historically----confirmed confirmed confirmed confirmed 
eyewitness eyewitness eyewitness eyewitness detailsdetailsdetailsdetails. . . .     

2.2.2.2. Luke includes several others in his Luke includes several others in his Luke includes several others in his Luke includes several others in his 
Gospel.Gospel.Gospel.Gospel.    

3.3.3.3. JohnJohnJohnJohn--------    59 historically59 historically59 historically59 historically----confirmed or confirmed or confirmed or confirmed or 
historically probable eyewitness detailshistorically probable eyewitness detailshistorically probable eyewitness detailshistorically probable eyewitness details. . . .     

4.4.4.4. New Testament Documents cite more New Testament Documents cite more New Testament Documents cite more New Testament Documents cite more 
thanthanthanthan    30 people30 people30 people30 people    confirmed by secular confirmed by secular confirmed by secular confirmed by secular 
sources or archaeology. sources or archaeology. sources or archaeology. sources or archaeology.     

2.  Eyewitness Testimony 



1.1.1.1. Agrippa IAgrippa IAgrippa IAgrippa I    Acts 12Acts 12Acts 12Acts 12    
2.2.2.2. Agrippa IIAgrippa IIAgrippa IIAgrippa II    Acts 25Acts 25Acts 25Acts 25    
3.3.3.3. AnaniasAnaniasAnaniasAnanias    Acts 23, 24Acts 23, 24Acts 23, 24Acts 23, 24    
4.4.4.4. AnnasAnnasAnnasAnnas        Luke 3; Jn. 18; Acts 4Luke 3; Jn. 18; Acts 4Luke 3; Jn. 18; Acts 4Luke 3; Jn. 18; Acts 4    
5.5.5.5. AretasAretasAretasAretas        2Cor. 112Cor. 112Cor. 112Cor. 11    
6.6.6.6. BerniceBerniceBerniceBernice    Acts 23Acts 23Acts 23Acts 23    
7.7.7.7. AugustusAugustusAugustusAugustus    LkLkLkLk. 2. 2. 2. 2    
8.8.8.8. CaiaphasCaiaphasCaiaphasCaiaphas    Mt. 26; Mt. 26; Mt. 26; Mt. 26; LkLkLkLk. 3; Jn. 11, 18; Acts 4. 3; Jn. 11, 18; Acts 4. 3; Jn. 11, 18; Acts 4. 3; Jn. 11, 18; Acts 4    
9.9.9.9. ClaudiusClaudiusClaudiusClaudius    Acts 11, 18Acts 11, 18Acts 11, 18Acts 11, 18    
10.10.10.10. DrusillaDrusillaDrusillaDrusilla    Acts 24Acts 24Acts 24Acts 24    
11.11.11.11. Egyptian Egyptian Egyptian Egyptian (false prophet)(false prophet)(false prophet)(false prophet)    Acts 21Acts 21Acts 21Acts 21    
12.12.12.12. ErastusErastusErastusErastus    Acts 19Acts 19Acts 19Acts 19    
13.13.13.13. FelixFelixFelixFelix        Acts 23Acts 23Acts 23Acts 23    
14.14.14.14. GallioGallioGallioGallio        Acts 18Acts 18Acts 18Acts 18    
15.15.15.15. GamalielGamalielGamalielGamaliel    Acts 5Acts 5Acts 5Acts 5    

31  Historical Persons in the NT 



16.16.16.16. Herod AntipasHerod AntipasHerod AntipasHerod Antipas    Mt. 14: Mk. 6; Mt. 14: Mk. 6; Mt. 14: Mk. 6; Mt. 14: Mk. 6; LkLkLkLk. 3, 23. 3, 23. 3, 23. 3, 23    
17.17.17.17. Herod Herod Herod Herod ArchelausArchelausArchelausArchelaus    Mt. 2Mt. 2Mt. 2Mt. 2    
18.18.18.18. Herod the Gt.Herod the Gt.Herod the Gt.Herod the Gt.    Mt. 2: Mt. 2: Mt. 2: Mt. 2: LkLkLkLk. 1. 1. 1. 1    
19.19.19.19. Herod Philip IHerod Philip IHerod Philip IHerod Philip I    Mt. 14; Mk. 6Mt. 14; Mk. 6Mt. 14; Mk. 6Mt. 14; Mk. 6    
20.20.20.20. Herod Philip IIHerod Philip IIHerod Philip IIHerod Philip II    LkLkLkLk. 3. 3. 3. 3    
21.21.21.21. HerodiasHerodiasHerodiasHerodias        Mt. 14; Mk. 6Mt. 14; Mk. 6Mt. 14; Mk. 6Mt. 14; Mk. 6    
22.22.22.22. SalomeSalomeSalomeSalome        Mt. 14; Mk. 6Mt. 14; Mk. 6Mt. 14; Mk. 6Mt. 14; Mk. 6    
23.23.23.23. JamesJamesJamesJames            Acts 15; Gal. 1Acts 15; Gal. 1Acts 15; Gal. 1Acts 15; Gal. 1    
24.24.24.24. John the BaptistJohn the BaptistJohn the BaptistJohn the Baptist    Mt. 3; Mk. 1; Mt. 3; Mk. 1; Mt. 3; Mk. 1; Mt. 3; Mk. 1; LkLkLkLk. 3; Jn. 1. 3; Jn. 1. 3; Jn. 1. 3; Jn. 1    
25.25.25.25. Judas of Judas of Judas of Judas of GalileaGalileaGalileaGalilea    Acts 5Acts 5Acts 5Acts 5    
26.26.26.26. LysaniasLysaniasLysaniasLysanias        LkLkLkLk. 3. 3. 3. 3    
27.27.27.27. PilatePilatePilatePilate            Mt. 27; Mk. 15; Mt. 27; Mk. 15; Mt. 27; Mk. 15; Mt. 27; Mk. 15; LkLkLkLk. 23; Jn. 18. 23; Jn. 18. 23; Jn. 18. 23; Jn. 18    
28.28.28.28. QuiriniusQuiriniusQuiriniusQuirinius        LkLkLkLk. 2. 2. 2. 2    
29.29.29.29. PorciusPorciusPorciusPorcius    FestusFestusFestusFestus    Acts 24Acts 24Acts 24Acts 24----26262626    
30.30.30.30. SergiusSergiusSergiusSergius    PaulusPaulusPaulusPaulus    Acts 13Acts 13Acts 13Acts 13    
31.31.31.31. Tiberius CaesarTiberius CaesarTiberius CaesarTiberius Caesar    LkLkLkLk. 3  . 3  . 3  . 3      

31  Historical Persons in the NT 



Inscription Reads:Inscription Reads:  
[[DISDIS  AUGUSTIAUGUSTI]S ]S TIBERIEUMTIBERIEUM  

[PO][PO]NTIUSNTIUS  PILATUS PILATUS 
[[PRAEFPRAEF]]ECTUSECTUS  IUDAIUDA[EA]E [EA]E 

[[FECITFECIT  D]E[D]E[DICAVITDICAVIT]]  

In English:In English:  
“The prefect of Judaea, “The prefect of Judaea, 
Pontius Pilate, erected Pontius Pilate, erected 
the the TiberiumTiberium  (temple in (temple in 

honor of Tiberius Caesar) honor of Tiberius Caesar) 
to the August Gods”to the August Gods”  

Pontius PilatePontius Pilate, , prefect of Judaeaprefect of Judaea 



Ossuary of Caiaphas JosephusOssuary of Caiaphas Josephus 



“Then the detachment of soldiers with its “Then the detachment of soldiers with its 
commander and the Jewish officials commander and the Jewish officials 
arrested Jesus. They bound him and arrested Jesus. They bound him and 
brought him first to brought him first to AnnasAnnas, who was the , who was the 
fatherfather--inin--law of law of CaiaphasCaiaphas, the high priest , the high priest 
that year. that year. CaiaphasCaiaphas  was the one who had was the one who had 
advised the Jews that it would be good if advised the Jews that it would be good if 
one man died for the people.”one man died for the people.”  

John 18:12John 18:12--1515  

Caiaphas Ossuary Discovered 1990Caiaphas Ossuary Discovered 1990 



Crucifixion Victims: 1Crucifixion Victims: 1stst  Century A.D.Century A.D. 



“For Acts the confirmation of“For Acts the confirmation of“For Acts the confirmation of“For Acts the confirmation of    historicity is historicity is historicity is historicity is 
overwhelming…overwhelming…overwhelming…overwhelming…    Any attempt to reject Any attempt to reject Any attempt to reject Any attempt to reject 
its basic historicity must now appear its basic historicity must now appear its basic historicity must now appear its basic historicity must now appear 
absurd. Roman historians have long absurd. Roman historians have long absurd. Roman historians have long absurd. Roman historians have long 
taken it for granted.”taken it for granted.”taken it for granted.”taken it for granted.”    

Roman historian A. N. SherwinRoman historian A. N. SherwinRoman historian A. N. SherwinRoman historian A. N. Sherwin----WhiteWhiteWhiteWhite, , , ,     
Roman Society and Roman Law Roman Society and Roman Law Roman Society and Roman Law Roman Society and Roman Law     
in the New Testamentin the New Testamentin the New Testamentin the New Testament,,,,    p. 189p. 189p. 189p. 189    



“I began with a mind unfavorable “I began with a mind unfavorable “I began with a mind unfavorable “I began with a mind unfavorable 
to it [Acts]… but more recently I to it [Acts]… but more recently I to it [Acts]… but more recently I to it [Acts]… but more recently I 
found myself brought into found myself brought into found myself brought into found myself brought into 
contact with the book of Acts as contact with the book of Acts as contact with the book of Acts as contact with the book of Acts as 
an authority for the topography, an authority for the topography, an authority for the topography, an authority for the topography, 
antiquities, and society of Asia antiquities, and society of Asia antiquities, and society of Asia antiquities, and society of Asia 
Minor. It was gradually borne in Minor. It was gradually borne in Minor. It was gradually borne in Minor. It was gradually borne in 
upon me that in various details upon me that in various details upon me that in various details upon me that in various details 
the narrative showed marvelous the narrative showed marvelous the narrative showed marvelous the narrative showed marvelous 
truth.”truth.”truth.”truth.”    

Archaeologist William RamseyArchaeologist William RamseyArchaeologist William RamseyArchaeologist William Ramsey, , , ,     
St. Paul the Traveler and Roman CitizenSt. Paul the Traveler and Roman CitizenSt. Paul the Traveler and Roman CitizenSt. Paul the Traveler and Roman Citizen, p. 8, p. 8, p. 8, p. 8    



―In Extraordinary ways, modern archaeology has ―In Extraordinary ways, modern archaeology has ―In Extraordinary ways, modern archaeology has ―In Extraordinary ways, modern archaeology has 
affirmed the historical core of the Old and affirmed the historical core of the Old and affirmed the historical core of the Old and affirmed the historical core of the Old and NNNNew ew ew ew 
testamentstestamentstestamentstestaments————corroborating key points of the corroborating key points of the corroborating key points of the corroborating key points of the 
stories  of Israel‘s patriarchs, the Exodus, thestories  of Israel‘s patriarchs, the Exodus, thestories  of Israel‘s patriarchs, the Exodus, thestories  of Israel‘s patriarchs, the Exodus, the    
Davidic monarchy, and the life and times of Jesus.‖Davidic monarchy, and the life and times of Jesus.‖Davidic monarchy, and the life and times of Jesus.‖Davidic monarchy, and the life and times of Jesus.‖    

Jeffery Jeffery Jeffery Jeffery ShelerShelerShelerSheler, “Is the Bible True” , “Is the Bible True” , “Is the Bible True” , “Is the Bible True”     
U.S. News & World Report, October 25U.S. News & World Report, October 25U.S. News & World Report, October 25U.S. News & World Report, October 25thththth,1999, 52,1999, 52,1999, 52,1999, 52    

Dead Sea Scroll, 2Dead Sea Scroll, 2ndnd  century century BCBC  



ÅÅÅÅThey Are DimThey Are DimThey Are DimThey Are Dim----witted witted witted witted     
»»»»They fail to understand what Jesus is saying. They fail to understand what Jesus is saying. They fail to understand what Jesus is saying. They fail to understand what Jesus is saying. 
(Mark 9:32, Luke 18:34, John 12:16)(Mark 9:32, Luke 18:34, John 12:16)(Mark 9:32, Luke 18:34, John 12:16)(Mark 9:32, Luke 18:34, John 12:16)        

ÅÅÅÅThey Are Uncaring They Are Uncaring They Are Uncaring They Are Uncaring     
»»»»They fall asleep on Jesus twice. They fall asleep on Jesus twice. They fall asleep on Jesus twice. They fall asleep on Jesus twice.     
»»»»They make no effort to give Jesus a They make no effort to give Jesus a They make no effort to give Jesus a They make no effort to give Jesus a     
proper burial.proper burial.proper burial.proper burial.    

ÅÅÅÅThey Are RebukedThey Are RebukedThey Are RebukedThey Are Rebuked    
»»»»Peter is called “Satan” by Jesus. (Mark 8:33)Peter is called “Satan” by Jesus. (Mark 8:33)Peter is called “Satan” by Jesus. (Mark 8:33)Peter is called “Satan” by Jesus. (Mark 8:33)    
»»»»Paul rebukes Peter for being wrong Paul rebukes Peter for being wrong Paul rebukes Peter for being wrong Paul rebukes Peter for being wrong 
about a theological issue. (Gal 2:11)about a theological issue. (Gal 2:11)about a theological issue. (Gal 2:11)about a theological issue. (Gal 2:11)    

3.  Embarrassing Testimony 



ÅÅÅÅThey Are Cowards They Are Cowards They Are Cowards They Are Cowards     
»»»»Peter denies Christ three times. Peter denies Christ three times. Peter denies Christ three times. Peter denies Christ three times.     
»»»»The disciples The disciples The disciples The disciples run awayrun awayrun awayrun away!!!!    
»»»»The women are the brave ones.The women are the brave ones.The women are the brave ones.The women are the brave ones.        

ÅÅÅÅThey Are Doubters They Are Doubters They Are Doubters They Are Doubters     
»»»»Despite being taught several times that Despite being taught several times that Despite being taught several times that Despite being taught several times that 
Jesus would rise from the dead Jesus would rise from the dead Jesus would rise from the dead Jesus would rise from the dead ((((John 2:18, John 2:18, John 2:18, John 2:18, 
3:143:143:143:14----18; Mat. 12:3918; Mat. 12:3918; Mat. 12:3918; Mat. 12:39----41; 17:9, 2241; 17:9, 2241; 17:9, 2241; 17:9, 22----23)23)23)23), the , the , the , the 
disciples are doubtful when they hear of disciples are doubtful when they hear of disciples are doubtful when they hear of disciples are doubtful when they hear of 
his resurrection.his resurrection.his resurrection.his resurrection.    

»»»»Some are even doubtful after they see Some are even doubtful after they see Some are even doubtful after they see Some are even doubtful after they see     
Him risen (Matt. 28:17)!Him risen (Matt. 28:17)!Him risen (Matt. 28:17)!Him risen (Matt. 28:17)!    

3.  Embarrassing Testimony 



»»»»Is considered “out of His mind” by His own family who Is considered “out of His mind” by His own family who Is considered “out of His mind” by His own family who Is considered “out of His mind” by His own family who 
come to seize Him to take Him home come to seize Him to take Him home come to seize Him to take Him home come to seize Him to take Him home ((((Mark Mark Mark Mark 3:21,31)3:21,31)3:21,31)3:21,31)....    

»»»» Is deserted by many of His followers Is deserted by many of His followers Is deserted by many of His followers Is deserted by many of His followers (John 6:66)(John 6:66)(John 6:66)(John 6:66)....    
»»»» Is not believed by His own brothers Is not believed by His own brothers Is not believed by His own brothers Is not believed by His own brothers (John 7:5)(John 7:5)(John 7:5)(John 7:5). . . .     
»»»» Is thought to be a deceiver Is thought to be a deceiver Is thought to be a deceiver Is thought to be a deceiver (John 7:12)(John 7:12)(John 7:12)(John 7:12)....    
»»»» Turns off Jewish believers to the point that they want Turns off Jewish believers to the point that they want Turns off Jewish believers to the point that they want Turns off Jewish believers to the point that they want     

to stone Him to stone Him to stone Him to stone Him (John 8:30(John 8:30(John 8:30(John 8:30----59)59)59)59). . . .     
»»»»Is called a “madman” Is called a “madman” Is called a “madman” Is called a “madman” (John 10:20).(John 10:20).(John 10:20).(John 10:20).    
»»»»Is called a “drunkard” (Matthew 11:19).Is called a “drunkard” (Matthew 11:19).Is called a “drunkard” (Matthew 11:19).Is called a “drunkard” (Matthew 11:19).    
»»»»Is called “demonIs called “demonIs called “demonIs called “demon----possessed” possessed” possessed” possessed” (Mk 3:22, (Mk 3:22, (Mk 3:22, (Mk 3:22, JnJnJnJn    7:20, 8:48).7:20, 8:48).7:20, 8:48).7:20, 8:48).    
»»»» Has His feet wiped with hair of a prostitute (Has His feet wiped with hair of a prostitute (Has His feet wiped with hair of a prostitute (Has His feet wiped with hair of a prostitute (LkLkLkLk    7:367:367:367:36----39). 39). 39). 39).     
»»»»Is crucified despite the fact that “anyone who is hung Is crucified despite the fact that “anyone who is hung Is crucified despite the fact that “anyone who is hung Is crucified despite the fact that “anyone who is hung     
on a tree is under God’s curse” on a tree is under God’s curse” on a tree is under God’s curse” on a tree is under God’s curse” (Deuteronomy 21:23(Deuteronomy 21:23(Deuteronomy 21:23(Deuteronomy 21:23).).).).    

3.  Embarrassing Testimony 



ÅÅÅÅWhat did the New Testament What did the New Testament What did the New Testament What did the New Testament 
writers have to gain by making writers have to gain by making writers have to gain by making writers have to gain by making 
up a new religion?up a new religion?up a new religion?up a new religion?    

ÅÅÅÅThey had every motive to say the They had every motive to say the They had every motive to say the They had every motive to say the 
resurrection did not happen!resurrection did not happen!resurrection did not happen!resurrection did not happen!    

ÅÅÅÅWhy would they die for a Why would they die for a Why would they die for a Why would they die for a     
known lie?known lie?known lie?known lie?    

4.  Excruciating Testimony 





1.1.1.1. Through reason and science , we Through reason and science , we Through reason and science , we Through reason and science , we 
know that God exists and created know that God exists and created know that God exists and created know that God exists and created     
us for a purpose. us for a purpose. us for a purpose. us for a purpose.     
(Points 1(Points 1(Points 1(Points 1----3 about Truth, God, and Miracles)3 about Truth, God, and Miracles)3 about Truth, God, and Miracles)3 about Truth, God, and Miracles)        

2.2.2.2. Since the Old Testament teaches Since the Old Testament teaches Since the Old Testament teaches Since the Old Testament teaches     
the same, it could be reliable. the same, it could be reliable. the same, it could be reliable. the same, it could be reliable.     

3.3.3.3. The Old Testament predicts the The Old Testament predicts the The Old Testament predicts the The Old Testament predicts the 
Messiah would come.Messiah would come.Messiah would come.Messiah would come.    

5.  Expected Testimony 



Human RaceHuman RaceHuman RaceHuman Race        
Woman, Gen 3:15Woman, Gen 3:15Woman, Gen 3:15Woman, Gen 3:15    

Human RaceHuman RaceHuman RaceHuman Race        
Woman, Gen 3:15Woman, Gen 3:15Woman, Gen 3:15Woman, Gen 3:15        

Line of DavidLine of DavidLine of DavidLine of David    
Jer. 23:5, 33:15Jer. 23:5, 33:15Jer. 23:5, 33:15Jer. 23:5, 33:15    

    

Line of DavidLine of DavidLine of DavidLine of David    
Jer. 23:5, 33:15Jer. 23:5, 33:15Jer. 23:5, 33:15Jer. 23:5, 33:15        

In BethlehemIn BethlehemIn BethlehemIn Bethlehem    
Micah 5:2Micah 5:2Micah 5:2Micah 5:2    

    

In BethlehemIn BethlehemIn BethlehemIn Bethlehem    
Micah 5:2Micah 5:2Micah 5:2Micah 5:2        

God & ManGod & ManGod & ManGod & Man        
Isaiah Isaiah Isaiah Isaiah 9:69:69:69:6    

    

God & ManGod & ManGod & ManGod & Man        
Isaiah Isaiah Isaiah Isaiah 9:69:69:69:6        

Visits TempleVisits TempleVisits TempleVisits Temple    
Malachi Malachi Malachi Malachi 3:13:13:13:1    

    

Visits TempleVisits TempleVisits TempleVisits Temple    
Malachi Malachi Malachi Malachi 3:13:13:13:1        

DiesDiesDiesDies~~~~33 A.D.33 A.D.33 A.D.33 A.D.            
Daniel Daniel Daniel Daniel 9:249:249:249:24    

    

DiesDiesDiesDies~~~~33 A.D.33 A.D.33 A.D.33 A.D.            
Daniel Daniel Daniel Daniel 9:249:249:249:24        

Is a SacrificeIs a SacrificeIs a SacrificeIs a Sacrifice    
Isaiah Isaiah Isaiah Isaiah 53535353    

    

Is a SacrificeIs a SacrificeIs a SacrificeIs a Sacrifice    
Isaiah Isaiah Isaiah Isaiah 53535353    



ÅÅÅÅ10 ancient non10 ancient non10 ancient non10 ancient non----Christian sources Christian sources Christian sources Christian sources 
including:including:including:including:    
»»»» Historians: Josephus, Tacitus, Suetonius, Historians: Josephus, Tacitus, Suetonius, Historians: Josephus, Tacitus, Suetonius, Historians: Josephus, Tacitus, Suetonius, 

ThallusThallusThallusThallus, , , , PhlegonPhlegonPhlegonPhlegon        

»»»» Government Officials:  Pliny the Younger, Government Officials:  Pliny the Younger, Government Officials:  Pliny the Younger, Government Officials:  Pliny the Younger, 
Emperor Trajan, Emperor HadrianEmperor Trajan, Emperor HadrianEmperor Trajan, Emperor HadrianEmperor Trajan, Emperor Hadrian    

»»»» Other Sources including The Jewish Other Sources including The Jewish Other Sources including The Jewish Other Sources including The Jewish 
Talmud and Greek writer LucianTalmud and Greek writer LucianTalmud and Greek writer LucianTalmud and Greek writer Lucian            

ÅÅÅÅCompiling their references, we get a story Compiling their references, we get a story Compiling their references, we get a story Compiling their references, we get a story 
ÃÏÎÇÒÕÅÎÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ .Å× 4ÅÓÔÁÍÅÎÔȣÃÏÎÇÒÕÅÎÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ .Å× 4ÅÓÔÁÍÅÎÔȣÃÏÎÇÒÕÅÎÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ .Å× 4ÅÓÔÁÍÅÎÔȣÃÏÎÇÒÕÅÎÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ .Å× 4ÅÓÔÁÍÅÎÔȣ    

Compilation of the works  of Tacitus (1598) and Josephus (1640)Compilation of the works  of Tacitus (1598) and Josephus (1640)  

6.  Extra-Biblical Testimony 



1.1.1.1. Jesus lived during time of Tiberius Caesar.Jesus lived during time of Tiberius Caesar.Jesus lived during time of Tiberius Caesar.Jesus lived during time of Tiberius Caesar.    
2.2.2.2. He lived a virtuous life.He lived a virtuous life.He lived a virtuous life.He lived a virtuous life.    
3.3.3.3. He was a wonderHe was a wonderHe was a wonderHe was a wonder----worker.worker.worker.worker.    
4.4.4.4. He had a brother named James.He had a brother named James.He had a brother named James.He had a brother named James.    
5.5.5.5. He was acclaimed to be the Messiah.He was acclaimed to be the Messiah.He was acclaimed to be the Messiah.He was acclaimed to be the Messiah.    
6.6.6.6. He was crucified under Pontius Pilate.He was crucified under Pontius Pilate.He was crucified under Pontius Pilate.He was crucified under Pontius Pilate.    
7.7.7.7. An eclipse & earthquake occurred when He died.An eclipse & earthquake occurred when He died.An eclipse & earthquake occurred when He died.An eclipse & earthquake occurred when He died.    
8.8.8.8. He was crucified on the eve of the Passover.He was crucified on the eve of the Passover.He was crucified on the eve of the Passover.He was crucified on the eve of the Passover.    
9.9.9.9. His disciples believed He rose from the dead.His disciples believed He rose from the dead.His disciples believed He rose from the dead.His disciples believed He rose from the dead.    
10.10.10.10. His disciples were willing to die for their belief.His disciples were willing to die for their belief.His disciples were willing to die for their belief.His disciples were willing to die for their belief.    
11.11.11.11. Christianity spread rapidly as far as Rome.Christianity spread rapidly as far as Rome.Christianity spread rapidly as far as Rome.Christianity spread rapidly as far as Rome.    
12.12.12.12. His disciples denied the Roman gods and His disciples denied the Roman gods and His disciples denied the Roman gods and His disciples denied the Roman gods and 

worshiped Jesus as Godworshiped Jesus as Godworshiped Jesus as Godworshiped Jesus as God    

6.  Extra-Biblical Testimony 



1.1.1.1. EEEEarly arly arly arly TestimonyTestimonyTestimonyTestimony    

2.2.2.2. EEEEyewitness Testimonyyewitness Testimonyyewitness Testimonyyewitness Testimony    

3.3.3.3. EEEEmbarrassing Testimonymbarrassing Testimonymbarrassing Testimonymbarrassing Testimony    

4.4.4.4. EEEExcruciating Testimonyxcruciating Testimonyxcruciating Testimonyxcruciating Testimony    

5.5.5.5. EEEExpected Testimonyxpected Testimonyxpected Testimonyxpected Testimony    

6.6.6.6. EEEExtraxtraxtraxtra----Biblical Biblical Biblical Biblical TestimonyTestimonyTestimonyTestimony    

SUMMARY 



You Can Really 
Trust the Bible! 

1. It is historically reliable. 

2. Its contents reliably reflect the 
original documents. 

3. The evidence shows that we 
have testimony that is truthful. 

4. It claims to be revelation from 
God, and it is. 

5. It proclaims the way of salvation 
through Jesus Christ. 

 


