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Can You Really
Trust the Bible?



Two Questions for
Investigating the reliability of
the Old Testament

1. Do we have an accurate

copy of the original OT
documents?

2. Do the original OT
documents tell the truth?



The Reliability of the OT

The Text —

1. T
2. T
3. T

ne Transmission of the Hebrew Bible;
ne Dead Sea Scrolls;

ne Septuagint.



The Masoretic Manuscripts

o 'The Masoretes were well disciplined and
treated the text with the greatest imaginable
reverence, and devised a complicated system
of safeguards against scribal slips. They
counted, for example, the number of times
each letter of the alphabet occurs in each
book; they pointed out the middle letter of
the Pentateuch and the middle letter of the
whole Hebrew Bible, and made even more
detailed calculations than these. 'Everything
countable seems to be counted.’ says
Wheeler Robinson, and they made up
mnemonics by which the various totals might
be readily remembered."'— F. F. Bruce



Gleason Archer states that the
Isaiah copies from the Qumran
community “...proved to be word for
word identical with our standard
Hebrew Bible in more than 95
percent of the text. The 5 percent of
the variation consisted of obvious
slips of the pen and variations in
spelling.”



The Septuagint (LXX)

'The LXX and the scriptural citations
found in the apocryphal books of
Ecclesiaticus, the Book of Jubilees and
others, give evidence that the Hebrew
text today is substantially the same as
the text about 300 B.C.’



Two Questions for
Investigating the reliability of
the Old Testament

1. Do we have an accurate
copy of the original OT
documents?

2. Do the original OT
documents tell the truth?



History & Archeology

o The History -
How Archeology
helps us to trust

the reliability of

the OT.

e (House of David
inscription)




Archeology and
the Old Testament

‘Tt Is worth emphasizing that in all
this work no archeological
discovery has ever controverted a
single, properly understood biblical
statement.’ - Reformed Jewish
scholar Norman Glueck



The Testimony of Jesus

o The Testimony — The great number of

o Jesus (and the writers ~ quotations or
of the NT) believed the allusions to OT event,
OT to be Scripture. as historical, from

e "This is what I told you Genehsis through the
while T was still with  Prophets provide

you: Everything must ample evidence that
be fulfilled that is the NT writers
written about me in affirmed the OT as
the Law of Moses, the ~ SCriPture, God's
Prophets and the revelation.

Psalms.” Luke 24:44



Two Questions for
Investigating the reliability of
the New Testament

1. Do we have an accurate
copy of the original NT
documents?

2. Do the original NT
documents tell the truth?



Reliability of NT
Documents

We have a reliable text
e The Abundance of Manuscripts

e The proximity of the manuscripts to the time
of their original composition

e The witness of the church Fathers concerning
the NT writings



Reliability of NT Documents

New Testament
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3,600 Quotations from the

early Church Fathers

1. 7 Epistle of Ignatius (107 A.D.)
He quotes from Matthew, Luke,
John, and most of the letters of
Paul, including 2 Timothy, he
also uses Acts, Hebrews, James
and 1 Peter.

2. Clement of Rome (c. 95 A.D.)
He clearly uses both Romans, 1-
2 Corinthians, Acts, Titus,
Hebrews, James, and 1-2 Peter.



3,600 Quotations from the
early Church Fathers

"These quotations are so extensive that
the New Testament could virtually be
reconstructed from them without the

use of New Testament Manuscripts.”

Dr. J. Harold Greenlee



We have an accurate copy of

1.

2.

the NT manuscript!
MORE Manuscripts
5600 vs. 10-20 mss.

EARLIER Manuscripts
50 Yr. Gap vs. 1000 Yr. Gap

. MORE Accurately Copied

Manuscripts -99.9% vs. 90-95%

. MORE Abundantly Supported

Manuscripts

18,000 non-Greek mss;
36,000 quotations



"No other work from Graeco-Roman
antiquity is so well attested by
manuscript tradition as the New
Testament. There are many more
early manuscripts of the New
Testament than there are of any
classical author, and the oldest
extensive remains of it date only about
two centuries after their original
composition.

Dr. William Albright



"In real terms, the New Testament is easily
the best attested ancient writing in terms
of the sheer number of documents, the
time span between the events and the
document, and the variety of documents
available to sustain or contradict it.
There is nothing in ancient manuscript
evidence to match such textual
availability and integrity.”

Ravi Zacharias



Two Questions for
Investigating the reliability of
the New Testament

1. Do we have an accurate copy of
the original NT documents?

2. Do the original NT documents
tell the truth?



Evidence That the NT Is True!

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Early Testimony
Eyewitness Testimony
Embarrassing Testimony
Excruciating Testimony
Expected Testimony
Extra-Biblical Testimony



1. Early Testimony
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2. Eyewitnhess Testimony

In the fifteenth year of the reign of TiberiySaesar
whenPontius Pilate wagjovernor ofJudea, Herod
tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch durea
and Traconitis, andLysaniagetrarch of Abilene-during
the high priesthood aAnnasand Caiaphas, the word of
God came to John sohZechariahinthel e s er t .
Luke 3:1-2
$1 AO EO OI Ol A I EEA E,
1. An exact date is given--A.D. 29.
| eight people are known from history.
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2. Eyewitnhess Testimony

1 Corinthians 15:3-8

For what | received | passed tmyou as of first
Importance: that Christ died for our sins according tc
the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raise
on the third day according to the Scriptures, and tha
he appeared td’eter, and then to the Twelvafter

that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the
brothers at the same time, most of whom are sitill
living, though some haviallen asleep. Then he
appeared to James, then to all the apostles, and las
of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally
born.



2. Eyewitness Testimony

. Acts -- 84 historically-confirmed
eyewitness details

. Luke includes several others in his
Gospel.

. John-- 59 historically-confirmed or
historically probable eyewitness details

. New Testament Documents cite more
than 30 people confirmed by secular
sources or archaeology.



31 Historical Persons in the NT

1. Agrippal Acts12

2. Agrippall Acts?25

3. Ananias Acts 23, 24

4. Annas Luke 3; Jn. 18; Acts 4
5. Aretas 2Cor. 11

6. Bernice Acts 23

7. Augustus Lk.2

8. Caiaphas Mt. 26; Lk. 3;Jn. 11, 18; Acts 4
9. C(Claudius Acts 11,18

10. Drusilla Acts 24

11. Egyptian (false prophet) Acts 21
12. Erastus Acts 19

13. Felix Acts 23

14. Gallio Acts 18

15. Gamaliel Acts 5



31 Historical Persons in the NT

16. Herod Antipas Mt. 14: MKk. 6; Lk. 3, 23
17. Herod Archelaus Mt. 2

18. Herod the Gt. Mt. 2: Lk. 1

19. Herod Philip I Mt. 14; Mk. 6

20. Herod PhilipIl Lk.3

21. Herodias Mt. 14; MKk. 6
22. Salome Mt. 14; MKk. 6
23. James Acts 15; Gal. 1

24. John the Baptist Mt. 3; MKk. 1; LK. 3; Jn. 1
25. Judas of Galilea Acts5

26. Lysanias Lk. 3
27. Pilate Mt.27; Mk. 15; Lk. 23; Jn. 18
28. Quirinius LK. 2

29. Porcius Festus Acts 24-26
30. Sergius Paulus Acts 13
31. Tiberius Caesar Lk.3
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Caiaphas Ossuary Discovered 1990

“Then the detachment
commander and the Jewish officials
arrested Jesus. They bound him and
brought him first to Annas who was the
father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest
that year.Caiaphas was the one who had
advised the Jews that it would be good if
one man died for the

John 18:12-15



Crucifixion Victims: 1st Century A.D.
giscovered in Jerusalem




“For Acts the confirmation of historicity is
overwhelming... Any attempt to reject
its basic historicity must now appear
absurd. Roman historians have long
taken it for granted.”

Roman historian A. N. Sherwin-White,
Roman Society and Roman Law
In the New Testamenp. 189



“I began with a mind unfavorable
to it [Acts]... but more recently I
found myself brought into
contact with the book of Acts as
an authority for the topography,
antiquities, and society of Asia
Minor. It was gradually borne in
upon me that in various details
the narrative showed marvelous
truth.”

Archaeologist William Ramsey,
St. Paul the Traveler and Roman Citizen8



“In Extraordinary ways, modern archaeology has
affirmed the historical core of the Old and New
testaments—corroborating key points of the
stories of Israel’s patriarchs, the Exodus, the
Davidic monarchy, and the life and times of Jesus.”

Jeffery Sheler, "Is the Bible True”
U.S. News & World Report, October 25,1999, 52



3. Embarrassing Testimony

AThey Are Dim-witted
» They fail to understand what Jesus Is saying
(Mark 9:32, Luke 18:34, John 12:16)

AThey Are Uncaring
» They fall asleep on Jesus twice.
» They make no effort to give Jesus a
proper burial.

AThey Are Rebuked
»Peter 1 s called * Se
»Paul rebukes Peter for being wrong
about a theological issue. (Gal 2:11)



3. Embarrassing Testimony

AThey Are Cowards
»Peter denies Christ three times.
» The disciplesun away!
» The women are the brave ones.

AThey Are Doubters

» Despite being taught several times that
Jesus would rise from the de&dbhn 2:18,
3:14-18; Mat. 12:3H1; 17:9, 223), the
disciples are doubtful when they hear of
his resurrection.

»Some are even doubtful after they see
Him risen (Matt. 28:17)!



3. Embarrassing Testimony

»"'s consi dered “out of
come to seize Him to take Him horfidark 3:21,31)

» Is deserted by many of His followékhn 6:66)
» Is not believed by His own brothdidohn 7:5)
» Is thought to be a deceivédohn 7:12)

» Turns off Jewish believers to the point that they want
to stone Him(John 8:3659).

»'s cal |l edJdoan10:2a d man”

»'s called a “drunkard?”
»I's cal |lpedas s' dMdesBRRITN7:20, 8:48).
» Has His feet wiped with hair of a prostitutek 7: 3639)

» s cruci fied despite
on a tree |s(Deuter<nhemy21(23)d
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ANIMAL SACRIFICE
BINDING LAW OF MOSES
STRICT MONOTHEISM
THE SABBATH
CONQUERING MESSIAH

AFTER

CHRIST'S SAGRIFICE
GCHRIST'S LIFE
TRINITY
SUNDAY WORSHIP
SAGRIFIGIAL MESSIAH
BAPTISM & GOMMUNION




SIWBE sxnoplﬁlf Eﬁ%'ctTtﬁs%tn'.'Jﬂ? a'?l}{ut a Messiah

1. Through reason and science , we
know that God exists and created
us for a purpose.

(Points 1-3 about Truth, God, and Miracles)

2. Since the Old Testament teaches
the same, it could be reliable.

3. The Old Testament predicts the
Messiah would come.



Human Race
Woman, Gen 3:15

Line of David
Jer. 23:5, 33:15

In Bethlehem
Micah 5:2

God & Man
Isaiah 9:6
Visits Temple
Malachi 3:1

Dies~33 A.D.
Daniel 9:24
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Is a Sacrifice
Isaiah 53




6. Extra-Biblical Testimony
hasic NT storyline confirmed by non-Christian Sources
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6. Extra-Biblical Testimon

CRNoNAWNE

hasic NT storyline confirmed by non-Christian %III‘BBS

Jesus lived during time of Tiberius Caesar.

He lived a virtuous life.

He was a wonder-worker.

He had a brother named James.

He was acclaimed to be the Messiah.

He was crucified under Pontius Pilate.

An eclipse & earthquake occurred when He died.
He was crucified on the eve of the Passover.
His disciples believed He rose from the dead.

. His disciples were willing to die for their belietf.
. Christianity spread rapidly as far as Rome.

. His disciples denied the Roman gods and
worshiped Jesus as God

THIS IS WHAT THE NT SAYS!
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SUMMARY

evidence the NT 1s true

. Early Testimony

. ELyewitness Testimony

. Embarrassing Testimony
. EXcruciating Testimony

. Expected Testimony

. Extra-Biblical Testimony



You Can Really
Trust the Bible!

. It is historically reliable.

. Its contents reliably reflect the
original documents.

. The evidence shows that we
have testimony that is truthful.

. It claims to be revelation from
God, and it is.

. It proclaims the way of salvation
through Jesus Christ.



