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* Now, brothers, | Wa;,,ttei‘ remin
gospel | preached to you, whi

stand. 2 By this gospel you are savet‘]" ] you
hold firmly to the word | preached to«you
Otherwise, you have believed in vain. 3 For
what | received | passed on to you as of first
Importance:



that Christ’ dlei"é fo?
the Scriptures, :;

according to the Scrlptures

5and that he appeared to Peter, aﬂ“ fg?] to
the Twelve. 6 After that, he appeared’fo ‘
more than five hundred of the brothers at
the same time, most of whom are still
living, though some have fallen asleep. ’
Then he appeared to James, then to all the
apostles, 8and last of all he appeared to me
also, as to one abnormally born.
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Fact #1 - Jesus died by Pl -
crucmxmn on the ross. 3 Z/? '
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IntroducedstISMIEW  cult into the | "

WORGRSEORtAErRONE; their firsty %=
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are all brothers*one or another =
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for all by'denyingsthe Greek gods”” -
and by worshipping. that crucified ‘

_sophist himself and livifig- under his '
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Fact #2 - Jesus was buried
In the tomb of Joseph of
Arimathea.

1. Early Creed (c. 36 A.D.) - Jesus’ burial is
attested In the very old tradition quoted by
Paul in | Cor. 15.3-5.

2. Mark's Gospel (c. 55-70 A.D.) - Mark
15:42-47

3. Joseph of Arimathea - As a member of
the Jewish court that condemned Jesus,
Joseph of Arimathea is unlikely to be a
Christian invention.



Fact #2 - Jesus was buried
In the tomb of Joseph of
Arimathea.

According to the late John A. T. Robinson of
Cambridge University, the burial of Jesus In
the tomb IS “one of the earliest and best-
attested facts about Jesus.”

John A. T. Robinson, The Human Face of
God (Philadelphia: Westminster, 1973), p.
131.



Fact #3 - The Empty Tomb

1.

2.

The historical reliability of Jesus' burial
supports the empty tomb.

Story of the empty tomb Is independently
reported very early (early creed; gospels
and Acts)

. Mark's simple story lacks legendary =&

development (Mark 15:42-47).



Fact #3 - Mark 15:42-47

42This all happened on Friday, the day of
preparation, the day before the Sabbath. As
evening approached, #2 Joseph of
Arimathea took a risk and went to Pilate
and asked for Jesus® body. (Joseph was an
honored member of the high counciliand
he was waiting for the Kingdom of God to
come.) ** Pilate couldn’t believe that Jesus
was already dead, so he called for the
Roman officer and asked if he had died
yet.



Fact #3 - Mark 15:42-47

4 The officer confirmed that Jesus was
dead, so Pilate told-Joseph he could have
the body. % Joseph bought a long sheet of
linen cloth. Then he took Jesus’ body
down from the cross, Wrapped it in the
cloth, and laid it.in atomb that had been
carved out of the rock. Then he rolled a
stone in front of the entrance. 4’ Mary®
Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joseph
saw where Jesus® body was laid.



Fact #3 - The Empty Tomb

4. The discovery of the empty tomb by
women. (not credible legally, low social
status)

5. The earliest Jewish response (Matt 2?8:11-
15) presupposes an empty tomb. =%

6. The 'Jerusalem Factor' helps to preclude
any talk of deception, hallucination; Wroeng
tomb or swoon theory.




- EyéWitnesses
‘Riseh Christ
L 1. The fact of Jesus'

postmortem
appearances
— Paul's list (1Cor.
15:3-8)
— Peter
— The 'twelve'
— 500 brethren

— James, brother of
Jesus



. EyéWitnesses

isen Christ

2 2. The independent
gospel accounts

— Women at the tomb
— all the apostles

— Peter and John

— Saul of Tarsus
VA



EyeWitnesses
Riseh Christ
£ 3. The bodily nature
of the appearances

— Paul (1Cor. 15:42-
44)

— Appearance not
vision (cf. Acts 7 -
Stephen)

— Gospel accounts:
physical/bodily
g E | . appearances (e.g.

o IR R Thomas)



‘EyéWitnesses
IRisen Christ

Jesus appeared
to a multitude
of eyewitnesses
over a period
of 40 days in a
variety of
different
locations.
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fl'ifew \éader was dead.” And Jews had no
belle.f!mf a dying;much Igss rising,,
I\/Iessiah The Méssiah-was supposed-to
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re-establish a Davidic reign-=not suffer the °
|gnom|n|ous death of criminal.
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N“’F erght an eminent British

S‘.ChQMr, coneludes, “thqt IS why, as a. :;"‘ \\\

e

histotian, 1'cannot explain the rise.of:
early Chrlstlanlty unless Jesus rose again,
leaving an empty tomb behind him.”” "

N. T. Wright, “The New
Unimproved Jesus,” Christianity
Today(September 13, 1993), p. 26.
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= Rlsen Jesus appeared to him according to early:
“creed (1Co[ 15:7) |
="His conversion.

— He"became aleader in the early church In
Jerusalem.(Acts15:12-2; Gal. 1:19)

— His martyrdom (recorded in Josephus)
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. ﬂtles/zg'of Nazareth Wés CFUCIerd in

g}emsa\l\em by Roman authorlty during the

© N Passover Feast havifig been atrested and I
convicted on charges ofblasphery by the ! \!
Jewish'8anhedrin and then slandered
before the governor Pilate on charges-of
treason. He died within.several heurs-and
was-buriea\Friday afternoon by Joseph of
Arimathea-h a tomb, which was 'shut with
a stone.
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. \‘it'e lt/ﬁn female foll‘é\;&ers of Jesus .

rlduding Mary Magdalene, havmg |
obseryéd his mterment visitedthis tomb | \ |
earlyon Sunday morning!lonly téfind it! "\
empty. Therefore; Jesus appeared alive
fronr the dead to.the disciples, including
Peter, who.then became.proclaimers of, -

the'message of:his resurrection.™
Wiltliam Craig, On Guard, p. 243.
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1. The Conspiracy/Fraud Theory

e Major problems: Unlikely that they would
have concocted a story which included
women as the primary witnesses in that
culture.

e First century Jews were looking for a
triumphant Messiah, not a crucified and risen
one.

e Moreover, they were Iookmg for a universal ==
resurrection of everyone at the end of o
history.



1. The Conspiracy/Fraud Theory

“To the Greeks of the period, who believed in
the soul's immortality, the declaration that
the man Jesus had been resurrected was
guite laughable (Acts 17:32)" — Paul Barnett,
Is The New Testament Reliable? , p. 120

 Nor does this view explain the conversions of
James and Paul.

e Moreover it is |mprobable because it does not
explain the transformed lives of Jesus' o
followers. A



2. The Swoon/Apparent
Death Theory

e Major problems: Most improbable because of
the physical trauma and certainty of death, in
addition the appearances of Christ are
inconsistent with a physically
traumatized/nearly dead man.

e JAMA (3/21/86) published an article
describing death by crucifixion, finding that
when accompanied by scourging, the
inevitable result would be death. e
e Romans were merciless in their executions. oo
.;'.21. ™
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3. The Wrong Tomb/
Displaced Body Theory

e Major problems: Jewish burial custom would
have precluded a wrong tomb scenario; the
women who found the empty tomb were
among those who help bury Jesus.

e Joseph of Arimathea and/or his servant s
could have shown others the burial place if
the women had gone to the Wrong one.

e It does not explam the appearances of Chrlst.w
to his disciples. 2
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4. The Hallucination/Vision

Theory
e Major problem: Does not explain the empty

tomb.

e Hallucinations are individual events, like
dreams, and are not shared.

e [here are too many varied occurrences with
differing experiences for these to be
discounted as hallucinations. Too many
people (500+), for too many day (40), saw =
Christ in too many settings (inside, outside) 4s-;f'
for these to be called hallucinations.

e Christ was touched and therefore physical; hé*w
also ate food.



4. The Hallucination/Vision
Theory

e ...for someone in the ancient world, visions
of the deceased are not evidence that the
person Is alive, but evidence that he is dead!
— William Craig, On.Guard, p. 255

e [t does this view explain the conversions of
James and Paul. Especially Paul, who took
pride in his strict following of the law; and by
all accounts he was a happy and successful =
Jew. S

e Moreover it is |mprobable because it does not

explain the transformed lives of Jesus' fff»;
followers.



5. The Myth/Legend Theory

e Major problems: Most improbable because
critical scholarship has shown that any
apparent parallels to the resurrection of Jesus
are unfounded.

e | egendary development need more time to
develop than we have for the beginnings of
the early church .

e First century Jewish beliefs regarding the =
Messiah would tend to militate against the
life, death and resurrection of Jesus. '
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6. The Risen Savior

" In conclusion, then, three great,
Independently established facts - the empty
tomb, the resurrection appearances, and
the origin of the Christian faith - all point to
the same marvelous conclusion. that God
raised Jesus from the aead. Given that God
exists, this conclusion cannot be barred to
anyone seeking the [meaning of existence.™

— William Craig, On Guard, p. Zéz
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6. The Risen Savior

It /s striking that the letters of the
mission leaders - James, Peter, John
and Paul - never argue for the truth of
the resurrection of Jesus. The writers
assume that the readers accept its
reality as well established and not in
contention. "

- .
S

PauI Barnett, /s 7he NeW 5
lestament Reliable? , p. 1 18



Conclusion -There Are Three

Possible Responses

1. Deny that this Is true, despite the historical
evidence to the contrary.

2. Acknowledge that this account of Jesus and
Christianity Is historical but refuse to accept that
Jesus as your personal Savior.

3. Confess that Jesus is risen and accept his offer of
salvation by believing that his death on the cross
purchased your salvation. Because Jesus died In
your place and for your sin and by faith you can
receive life eternal and have a personal
relationship with God through Jesus Christ.
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