
APOLOGETICS 101: 
LESSON  13: TALKING  ABOUT  HEAVEN  



What Happens 
When You Die? 



• Gallup Poll (2007 May 10-13) 

 Heaven - 81 %    Hell - 69 %   
 

• FOX news Poll (10/28/05) 

 Heaven – 87 %   Hell - 74 % 
 

• ABC news Poll (2005 Oct 5-9) 

 Believe in Heaven/If believe, they will go 

  89 %     85 % 

Belief in Heaven & Hell 



Is there life 
after death? 



1. Materialism - Nothing survives; the 

extinction of the whole person. 

2. Paganism - A ghost, 'shade' survives, 

incorporeal and less than real; it goes to the 

Underworld. 

3. Reincarnation - The individual soul survives 

and is reincarnated into another body.  This 

view is related to Pantheism and involves 

karma. 

Six Answers 



4. Pantheism - Death changes nothing all that 

survives is all that is the 'Brahman” or cosmos 

or all inclusive Reality; called the Void in 

Buddhism.  Since physical reality is illusion 

the question is unnecessary and in error. 

5. Immortality - The soul survives death but not 

the body.  It is an individual bodiless soul; this 

is Platonism. 

6. Resurrection - At death the soul separates 

from the body but at the end of the world it is 

reunited with a new resurrection body, which 

is new, immortal, spiritual.  This is the 

Christian view, see 1Cor 15. 

Six Answers 



1) 'No brain, no consciousness; thus no 

immortality' - There is no evidence to support 

this hypothesis; it is based on naturalism.  If 

materialism is false then this argument is 

baseless. 

2) ‘Since we experience the world through our 

body and brain then we do not exist after 

death.’ - While the premise may have merit it 

fails because it fails to recognize the Christian 

solution, namely, the bodily resurrection from 

the dead. 

Refuting the Four Objections 
Against Immortality 



3) 'We, i.e. persons, means physical 

embodiment therefore we do not survives 

death.' - See the above response. 

4) 'Personal identity is critical to human 

beings; disembodied souls cannot be 

distinguished from one another therefore, 

personal identity dies.' - First, how do we 

know that disembodied souls cannot be 

identified?  Second, the Christian solution 

remains, the bodily resurrection. 

 

Refuting the Four Objections 
Against Immortality 



Some Positive 
Arguments For Life 

After Death 



A. Arguments From Authority – 

– Quantitative: "the democracy of the dead" votes for 

it. Almost all cultures before our own have strongly, 

even officially, believed in some form of it.  

– Qualitative rather than quantitative: nearly all the 

sages have believed in it.   

– The teachings of Jesus. Belief in life after death is 

central to His entire message, "the Kingdom of 

Heaven." Even if you do not believe He is the 

incarnate God, can you believe He is a naive fool? 

Positive Arguments For Life 
After Death 



B. Arguments From Reason – 

– Arguments from reason can be taken from three 

sources, three levels of reality what is less than 

ourselves (Nature), ourselves (human life), or what 

is more than ourselves (God).  

– We could argue from the principle of the 

conservation of energy. We never observe any form 

of energy either created or destroyed, only 

transformed. The immortality of the soul seems to 

be the spiritual equivalent of the conservation of 

energy. If even matter is immortal, why not spirit? 

Positive Arguments For Life 
After Death 



B. Arguments From Reason – 

– An argument from the nature of soul, or spirit, is 

that it does not have quantifiable, countable 

parts as matter does. You can cut a body in half 

but not a soul; you can't have half a soul. Since soul 

has no parts, it cannot be decomposed, as a body 

can. It could die only by being annihilated as a 

whole. But this would be contrary to a basic law of 

the universe: that nothing simply and absolutely 

vanishes, just as nothing simply pops into existence 

with no cause.  But if the soul dies neither in parts 

(by decomposition) nor as a whole by annihilation, 

then it does not die.  

Positive Arguments For Life 
After Death 



C. Arguments From Experience – 

– Near death experiences - The argument from the 

experience of medically 'dead' and resuscitated 

patients, all of whom, even those formerly skeptical, 

are utterly convinced of the truth of their 'out-of-the-

body' existence and their survival of bodily death. 

To outside observers there necessarily remains the 

possibility of doubt; to all, who have had the 

experience, there is none.  Unfortunately, this 

waking sense of certainty can only be experienced, 

not publicly proved.  

Positive Arguments For Life 
After Death 



C. Arguments From Experience –  

– Postmortem presence - A similar sense of reality 

attaches to an experience apparently even more 

common than the out-of-the-body experience. 

Shortly after a loved one dies (most usually a 

spouse), the survivor often has a sudden, unexpected 

and utterly convincing sense of the real here-and-

now presence of the dead one.  Again, it is a very 

strong and convincing experience, but not a 

convincing proof." 

Positive Arguments For Life 
After Death 



C. Arguments From Experience – 

– Jesus' resurrection - The most certain assurance of 

life after death for the Christian is the historical, 

literal resurrection of Christ. The Christian believes 

in life after death not because of an argument, first 

of all, but because of a witness. The Church is that 

witness.  This is the answer to the skeptic who asks: 

"What do you know for sure about life after death 

anyway? Have you ever been there? Have you come 

back to tell us?" The Christian reply is: "No, but I 

have a very good Friend who has. I believe Him, 

and I follow Him not only through life but also 

through death. Come along" 

Positive Arguments For Life 
After Death 



Seven (Non-Christian) 
beliefs people hold 
about life after 

death. 



Seven Non-Christian Beliefs 

1. Atheistic Materialism - nothing 

survives; the extinction of the 

whole person. 

2. God, but no life after death - 

possible, but rarely held. 

3. Skepticism - No one can tell what 

happens after death.  



Seven Non-Christian Beliefs 

4. Ancient Paganism - A ghost, 

'shade' survives, incorporeal and 

less than real; it goes to the 

Underworld. 

5. Platonism - The immortality of the 

soul which survives death but the 

body does not.  The soul lives 

forever but the body dies.  Not to be 

confused with Christian doctrine! 



Seven Non-Christian Beliefs 

6. Pantheism - We are all part of the 

cosmic reality, a vast ocean of 

which we are but a drop. 

7. Reincarnation - The individual 

soul survives and is reincarnated 

into another body.  This view is 

related to Pantheism and involves 

karma. 

 



Speaking of Reincarnation 



 



 



 

The Wheel of Reincarnation 

According to a 
2005 Gallup Poll 

20% of 
Americans 
believe in 

reincarnation.  



Reincarnation, in 

modern Hinduism, 

can be defined as a 

form of cyclic 

existence, where. the 

ātman survives death 

and reincarnates as 

another living being, 

based on its karmic 

inheritance.  



1. It contradicts Scripture - 27 Just as man 

is destined to die once, and after that to 

face judgment, Hebrews 9:27 (NIV)  

2. It contradicts the orthodox tradition of the 

church. 

3. It would reduce the Incarnation to a mere 

appearance; or worse yet confuses 

Incarnation with reincarnation. 

4. It implies that God made a mistake in our 

design, which is unscriptural.   

Refuting Reincarnation 



5. It contradicts Scriptural teaching on man, 

who is created in the image of God, as it 

views the body as a prison or way station 

in one's existence.   

6. It contradicts common sense and 

psychology; suggesting that we spirits are 

trapped in an alien body.   

7. Karma blames sin on the body, confuses 

the body’s power over the mind. 

Refuting Reincarnation 



8. Karma uses reincarnation to help one learn 

lessons from past lives; this is nonsensical 

since we can only learn from remembering 

past mistakes and correcting them in this 

life. 

9. Memories of past lives come out under the 

worst possible circumstances leaving one 

open to suggestion at best, demonic 

possession at worst. 

Refuting Reincarnation 





10.  Reincarnation makes no sense even in 

the religious system that promotes it.  It's 

unjust to punish someone for the sins of a 

past life, which is unremembered.   If this 

material world is not reality then who 

decides what is right and what is wrong?  

If the material doesn't matter why 

punish someone for sins committed by 

the body?  Why is the 

cosmos/universe/Brahman playing 

games with individual consciousnesses? 

 

Refuting Reincarnation 



1. How do you determine good karma vs. 

bad karma in a worldview that doesn’t 

have moral absolutes? 

2. How can you do better morally if you 

come back as a rock or cow? 

3. Moreover, since all life is impersonal 

and reality is an illusion how do you 

distinguish one ‘soul’ from another? 

 

Problems and Answers 



1. Good Works?  Capitalize on the teachings 

of karma by speaking about judgment and 

by advocating good works. 

2. Christian salvation then is God’s 

intervention and is a way to break the 

‘karmic cycle’;  Christ bore our ‘karmic’ 

debt and provided a way to God. 

3. Use linear history (time is unidirectional) 

to counter the idea of a cyclical one. 

Problems and Answers 



Defining 
Heaven 



Defining 
Heaven 



Defining 
Heaven 



Defining Heaven 

    Heaven is a unique place, that is unknown 

and indescribable.  It is the place that is in 

mind for those who dream of life after 

death.  In many modern minds it is a place 

of paradise.  For the Christian it is life -

eternal dwelling with and enjoying the 

presence of God and his people.  



• The idea of heaven is pre-scientific 

superstition - This objection is not scientific 

since it uses no evidence to refute the idea; 

Many “pre-scientific” ideas are valid, true, 

and important birth, death, life, good, evil, 

beauty, pleasure, pain etc. etc.  

Is Heaven Real? 



• There is no scientific evidence for heaven - 

There is no scientific evidence for the notion 

that nothing exists except what is proved by 

scientific evidence.  This is simply an 

assumption that arbitrarily limits the bounds 

of reality to the bounds of the scientific 

method without the use of evidence or 

intellect. 

Is Heaven Real? 



• The very form, or structure, of the idea of 

heaven is mythic or legendary. The golden 

streets are just another version of the “happy 

hunting grounds” or the Elysian Field.  

Distinguish imagery from substance. To 

disbelieve in the substance because you take 

the imagery literally is a foolish mistake.  The 

fact that all religious cultures have imagery for 

heaven is proof for its existence not vice versa.  

The biblical version of heaven does not appeal 

to natural, worldly, selfish desires 

Is Heaven Real? 



• Believing in heaven is escapist - Who talks 

the most against escapism? The jailers! (C. S. 

Lewis).  Heaven is not escapist it is the 

fulfillment of all good earthly desires.  The 

first question about any idea cannot be 

whether it is escapist but whether it is true.  

Even an escapist idea can be true. 

Is Heaven Real? 



• Heaven is irrelevant to the here and now.  You 

can love or hate this world whether you believe 

in the next or not.  Heaven is more than 

relevant to the present; it actually begins in the 

present.  The joy of heaven begins now for the 

believer in Jesus Christ.  If heaven is not in us 

now, it will never be in us forever, because 

heaven is where God is.  If God is in our souls 

now then heaven is in us now.  This is one of 

Jesus’ central teachings (Mt 13:45-46, Mk 8:36, 

Rev 22:17).   

What could be more relevant? 

Is Heaven Real? 



2 There is more than enough room in my 

Father’s home. If this were not so, 

would I have told you that I am going to 

prepare a place for you? 3 When 

everything is ready, I will come and get 

you, so that you will always be with me 

where I am.  

John 14:2-3 (NLT)  

 

 

 

Heaven Is Real 



  1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new 

earth, for the old heaven and the old 

earth had disappeared. And the sea was 

also gone. 2 And I saw the holy city, the 

new Jerusalem, coming down from God 

out of heaven like a bride beautifully 

dressed for her husband.  

Heaven Is Real 



3 I heard a loud shout from the throne, 

saying, “Look, God’s home is now 

among his people! He will live with 

them, and they will be his people. God 

himself will be with them. 4 He will 

wipe every tear from their eyes, and 

there will be no more death or sorrow or 

crying or pain. All these  

   things are gone forever.”  

Revelation 21:1-4 (NLT)  

 

Heaven Is Real 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For the Christian Heaven Meansé 

Å Resurrection/Resurrection Body- At death the 

soul separates from the body but at the end of the 

world it is reunited with a new resurrection body, 

which is new, immortal, spiritual.   

Å Eternal life - At death we join God, his heavenly 

host and the church triumphant.   

Å A New Heaven and New Earth – Glorious living 

arrangements and life of unknown delights… 
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