
APOLOGETICS 101: 
L ESSON  15:  TALKING  TO  JOE  & J ANE  AMERICAN  



American Folk Religion 





American Folk Religion = 
Moralistic Therapeutic Deism 

 



Moralistic Therapeutic Deism 

1) A leading secular sociologist, Christian 

Smith, confirms that America’s teens are 

not antireligious but are fairly committed 

to this view. (Soul Searching, 2005) 

2) Another non-Christian sociologist, Marsha 

G. Witten, concluded that much of the 

preaching in America’s pulpits, including 

evangelical pulpits, teaches this view. (All Is 

Forgiven, 1993) 

3) This view, it seems, has become the 

prevalent ‘folk religion’ in our society. 



Moralistic Therapeutic Deism 
1) "A god exists who created and ordered the 

world and watches over human life on earth." 

2) "God wants people to be good, nice, and fair to 

each other, as taught in the Bible and by most 

world religions." 

3) "The central goal of life is to be happy and to 

feel good about oneself.” 

4) "God does not need to be particularly involved 

in one's life except when God is needed to 

resolve a problem." 

5)  "Good people go to heaven when they die." 

 



Moralistic Therapeutic Deism 

1) "A god exists who created and ordered 

the world and watches over human life 

on earth.” 

 

Answering the Deistic element: 

• God is Personal, Sovereign and 

Transcendent.   

• All of creation proclaims the glory of the 

Lord. 



1. COSMOLOGICAL: The Beginning 
ÅIs Immaterial, Timeless, & Spaceless   
ÅIs Extremely Powerful (He created out of nothing.) 

2. TELEOLOGICAL: Design 
ÅIs Extremely Intelligent 
ÅHas Purpose 

3. MORAL: Morality 
ÅIs Absolutely Morally Perfect  
ÅIs Personal 

This is the God of Biblical Christianity 
(identified without reference to the Bible) 

From the 3 Arguments for God 



Moralistic Therapeutic Deism 

1) God is Personal - He has revealed 

Himself to us in the Bible and desires us to 

be in relationship with Him. 

2) God is Sovereign - He is the Creator and 

Lord of all and desires that we worship 

and serve Him. 

3) God is Transcendent - He is beyond us in 

his personhood.  He is eternal, infinite and 

perfect; loving and merciful but holy and 

just. 



Moralistic Therapeutic Deism 

2. "God wants people to be good, nice, and 

fair to each other, as taught in the Bible 

and by most world religions."   

 

 

Answering the Moralistic element: 

      



Moralistic Therapeutic Deism 

Bad News & Good News: 

• Who God Is:  God is Holy and Just, He is 

Loving and Merciful.   

• Bad News – Our sin problem:  Because of our 

sin we can never achieve a state of acceptability 

to God as we live in rebellion to Him.   

• Good News – God’s solution:  So He purchased 

our redemption by the blood of Jesus.   

• Our Choice – Accept or reject God’s Love: He 

desires that we receive this free offer of salvation 

in Christ & live in obedience to His commands. 



Moralistic Therapeutic Deism 

3. "The central goal of life is to be happy 

and to feel good about oneself."   

 

 

 

Answering the Therapeutic element: 

 



Moralistic Therapeutic Deism 

ôFollow the Instructionsõ;  

or ôOwnerõs Manuelõ: 

• God created us in His image.   

• We have a purpose and design.   

• We are happiest when we are living in 

relationship to God and in obedience.   

• This is for our own good; and will lead to 

the greatest happiness. 

 



Moralistic Therapeutic Deism 

4. "God does not need to be particularly 

involved in one's life except when God is 

needed to resolve a problem."   

 

 

Answering the Therapeutic/ 

Deistic element: 

 



Moralistic Therapeutic Deism 

The offer of a loving  

heavenly Father: 

• God desires a personal relationship with 

everyone.   

• He wants to be a part of our life every step 

of the way, not just in times of trouble. 



ôHeaven ð Iõm 
going thereõ 
ABC news Poll 

(2005 Oct 5-9) 

89 % - Believe in 

Heaven 

85 % - If believe, 

they will go  = 

 

75% of all 

Americans 

 

     
 



Moralistic Therapeutic Deism 

5. "Good people go to heaven when they 

die."    

 

 

Answering the Moralistic element (2): 

 



Moralistic Therapeutic Deism 
The need for a personal relationship: 

• Not by works but by grace. 

• Heaven is populated by those who love 

and worship God in this lifetime. 

• God has promised eternal life to all those 

who come into relationship with Him 

through believing that Jesus personally 

died on the cross for them. 

• You can have assurance that you are 

going to heaven through a personal 

relationship with Jesus Christ. 

 



Countering Americaõs Folk Religion 

1) Here’s who God is:  He is Personal, Sovereign 

and Transcendent.   

2) Bad News & Good News:  Sin and salvation  

3) Follow the Instructions: We are happiest when 

we live in relationship to God and live in the 

way he designed us to live. 

4) The offer of a loving heavenly Father: He 

desires relationship and offers to be there for 

us. 

5)  The need for a personal relationship: Grace 

not works; salvation through Christ’s sacrifice. 

 



Being a good 
Apologist 

Why we have 

studied Apologetics 

and some final 

thoughts on being a 

good ambassador for 

Christ. 





WHY STUDY 
APOLOGETICS? 



WHY STUDY APOLOGETICS? 
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WHY STUDY APOLOGETICS? 



WHY STUDY APOLOGETICS? 



WHY STUDY APOLOGETICS? 



THE ART OF BEING AN APOLOGIST 

¢ƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ !ǇƻƭƻƎŜǘƛŎ ƛǎ ƭƻǾŜΧ 

²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŦŀƛǘƘ ǘƻ ŘŜŦŜƴŘΧŀƴŘ 
We have a defensible faith.       

Apologetics is the art of sharing your 
faith in such a way that the Holy 
Spirit can use the truth to convict or 
ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎŜΧ 



THE ART OF BEING AN APOLOGIST 

ON LOVE AND TRUTH 
 

Å/ƻƴǾŜǊǎŜΗ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭŜŎǘǳǊŜΦ 
Å Seek a relationship not just a convert. 
Å Have compassion!  Most people have 

real hurts and carry questions that 
they need to dialogue about. 

Å Share the truth to help and heal not 
to hurt and hate. 

Å Know when to walk away from a 
conversation. 
 



THE ART OF BEING AN APOLOGIST 

ON WINNING AND LOSING 
 

Å Never try to win the argument!  Seek 
to win the person to Christ. 

Å Remember:  Only the Holy Spirit can 
convert someone to Christ. 

Å All the arguments in the world are no 
substitute for a loving heart that listens 
ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΩǎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ 
and concerns. 
 



AMBASSADORS FOR CHRIST 

17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a 
new creation. The old has passed away; 
behold, the new has come. 18 All this is 
from God, who through Christ reconciled 
us to himself and gave us the ministry of 
reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God was 
reconciling the world to himself, not 
counting their trespasses against them, 
and entrusting to us the message of 
reconciliation.  



AMBASSADORS FOR CHRIST 

20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for 
Christ, God making his appeal through us. 
We implore you on behalf of Christ, be 
reconciled to God. 21 For our sake he 
made him to be sin who knew no sin, so 
that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God.  

 
2 Corinthians 5:17-21 (ESV)  



3 Books 
A NY Times 
bestseller, easy 
reading, 
evangelistic 
approach. 

Tim Keller, The 
Reason for God; 
New York: 
Riverhead Books. 
(2008).  
 



3 Books 
A rational, easy 
reading, 
evangelistic 
approach 

Norman Geisler 
& Frank Turek, I 
Donõt Have 
Enough Faith to 
Be an Atheist,  
Crossway Books, 
2004.   

 



3 Books 
A rational 
approach, an 
academic 
textbook.  

Peter Kreeft, 
Ronald K. Tacelli ;  
Handbook of 
Christian 
Apologetics, 
InterVarsity 
Press (1993)  
 


