
Christmas ςA Time of Hope, Peace, 
Joy and Love



Christmas brings us the 
message of hope, 
peace, joy and love.  
They are all seen in the 
face of the newborn 
Savior.  They are the 
gifts of God to the 
world.



/ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǊƻƭŜǎ ŀǎ tǊƻǇƘŜǘΣ tǊƛŜǎǘ 
ϧ YƛƴƎ ǎƘƻǿ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǎΧ

Prophet ςHe revealedGod to us; a 
God who wants to bestow hope, 
joy, peace and love on us.

Priest ςHe redeemedpeople so 
that they could experience the 
hope, joy, peace and love of 
God.

King ςHe reignsover all giving us 
a hope for the future; and letting 
us enjoy His joy, peace and love 
in the present and forevermore.



ΨLǎΧǘƘŜǊŜΧŀƴȅΧƘƻǇŜΚΩ



Is there any hope?

ÅWhat was the hope for the ancient Jew?

ÅWhat was the hope for the ancient Gentile?

ÅWhat is the hope for mankind today?



What was the Jewish hope?
Hope was found in the Lord God
17 A horse is a vain hope for deliverance; despite 

all its great strength it cannot save. 18 But the 
eyes of the LORD are on those who fear him, 
on those whose hope is in his unfailing love, 19 

to deliver them from death and keep them 
alive in famine. 20 We wait in hope for the 
LORD; he is our help and our shield. 21 In him 
our hearts rejoice, for we trust in his holy 
name. 22 May your unfailing love rest upon us, 
O LORD, even as we put our hope in you. 
Psalms 33:17-22 (NIV) 



What was the Jewish hope?

Hope was to be fulfilled in the Messiah
17 This was to fulfill what was spoken through 

the prophet Isaiah: 18 "Here is my servant 
whom I have chosen, the one I love, in 
whom I delight; I will put my Spirit on him, 
and he will proclaim justice to the nations... 
21 In his name the nations will put their 
hope." Matthew 12:17-18, 21 (NIV) 



What was the Gentile hope?

There was no pagan god of hope.

A fortunate life and a quick (glorious?)death.



"In peace," 

"Live forever," 

"He rests Well," 

"Weep not, my 
child, death is 
not eternal,"

"Alexander is not 
dead but lives 
above the stars, 
and his body 
rests in the 
tomb."



What is the hope for today?

ΨhǘƘŜǊ ƳŜƴ ǎŜŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ ƘƻǇŜƭŜǎǎ ŜƴŘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ǊŜƧƻƛŎŜǎ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŜƴŘƭŜǎǎ ƘƻǇŜΦΩ 
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