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(1) Now the LORD was gracious to Sarah
as he had sai d, and ¢é&

had promised. (2) Sara
and bore a son to Abra

N became pregnant
nam in his old age, at

the very time God had promised him. (3)
Abraham gave the name Isaac to the son
Sarah bore him. (4) When his son Isaac was
eight days old, Abraham circumcised him,
as God commanded him. (5) Abraham was
a hundred years ol de

Genesis 21 (NIV)



people

(6) Sarah said, "God has brought me
laughter, and everyone who hears about this
wi | | | augh with me. "
said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse
children? Yet | have borne him a son in his
old age.”

Genesis 21 (NIV)
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(8) The chil d grewé ail
was weaned Abraham held a great feast. (9)
But Sarah saw that the son whom Hagar the
Egyptian had borne to Abraham was

mocking, (10) and she said to Abraham,

"Get rid of that slave woman and her son, for
that slave woman's son will never share in

the inheritance with my son Isaac."

Genesis 21 (NIV)



people

(11) The matter distressed Abraham greatly
because It concerned his son. (12) But God
said to him, "Do not be so distressed about
the boy and your maidservant. Listen to
whatever Sarah tells you, because it Is
through Isaac that your offspring will be
reckoned. (13) | will make the son of the
maidservant into a nation also, because he
IS your offspring.”

Genesis 21 (NIV)
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(14) Early the next morning Abraham took
some food and a skin of water and gave

them to Hagar... and then sent her off with

the boy. She went on her way and wandered
In the desert of Beersheba. (15) When the
water in the skin was gone, she put the boy
under one of the bushes. (16) Then she
went off and sat down
thought, "I cannot watch the boy die." And

€ she began to sob.

Genesis 21 (NIV)



people

(17) God heard the boy crying, and the

angel of God called to Hagar from heaven
and sai d e, '"What 1 s
not be afraid; God has heard the boy crying

é (18) Lift the boy uj
hand, for | wi |l | ma k e
(19) Then God opened her eyes and she

saw a well of water. So she went and filled

the skin with water and gave the boy a drink.

Genesis 21 (NIV)



leader

(20) God was with the boy as he grew up.
He lived In the desert and became an
archer. (21) While he was living in the
Desert of Paran, his mother got a wife for
him from Egypt.

Genesis 21 (NIV)



Genesis 21
Ishmael: What happens to plan B?

A Are you the result of a plan B?
A It actually did not need to happen?
A What is the purpose?

Abraham 1T Sarah 1 Hagar



A Plan A

A Gen 12:1-3

"I will make you into a great nation
and | will bless you;
| will make your name great,
and you will be a blessing.

| will bless those who bless you,
and whoever curses you | will curse;
and all peoples on earth
will be blessed through you."




Plan B: Hagar (Genesis 16)

A Culturally acceptable

A Seemed good, but not the best
A It worked

A Hurts T Hagar runs away

A God steps in

A Ishmael born

A Abraham pleased with plan B



But God had plan A in mind, and comes through!

God is faithful in His promises

God strengthens our faith along the way

- Heb 11:11

By faith even Sarah herself received ability to
conceive, even beyond the proper time of life, since
she considered Him faithful who had promised.

21:.6-7 the unbelievable joy!

ARnGod made me | augho. n Wh o
Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet |
have borne him a son 1 n hi



e | aughso
ree Al aughso:

17:17 Abraham fell facedown; he laughed and said to
himself, "Will a son be born to a man a hundred years
old? Will Sarah bear a child at the age of ninety?"

18:12 So Sarah laughed to herself as she thought,
"After | am worn out and my master is old, will | now
have this pleasure?n

21:3,6 "God has brought me laughter, and everyone
who hears about this will laugh with me."



What 1 s your | augh | 1 |
promises?

nNWho would have sai d
hala®s ms.on .t "O@I & L. 0O & e d’



What now? Plan A & B together.

A Day 8: Isaac circumcised, into the covenant
A 2 or 3 years later: Isaac weaned

A Ishmael (16-17 yrs old) mocking (laugh at)
A Sarah sees plan A incompatible with plan B
A Tension

AfiGet rid of that sl ave

sl ave womanodos son wi
|l nheri tance wi tviD my

||
s on

\
[



A God steps in: listen to Sarah

ACast out, drive out,
I For Sarah: easiest
I For Abraham: a crisis. But plan A backup.
I For Hagar & Ishmael: disposal?

AHagar 6s desperate si-t



But Godé
A God never ruins lives

AGod decrees plan AO6s,
Bos (he decrees Dbut ¢

AARGod heardo. | shmael
The one who sees her (Lahal Rol 16:14)
made her see the well.

Av20: God was with the boy! An archer.
Egyptian wife. 12 nations: Gen 25:12-18.



Todayos Awamt ssvor o dhave AL
blessing through Ishmael

IS a mixture of:

A descendants of Joktan (Gen 10:25, 1 Chr 1:20-
23)TEber 60s son, a descend

A descendants of Ishmael. Mohammed, the
orophet of Islam, Is a descendant of Nebaioth,
shmael 0s ol dest son.

A Descendants of the sons of Keturah, the wife
Abraham took after Sarah passed away. Gen
25:1-06.




In Islam

added to the story:
- Well of Zamzam

- Ishmael & Abraham building Kaabah in
Mecca

- Abraham sacrificing Ishmael, throwing stones
at the devi | (N Jamr a




Alt i s Godods plan that we
world today! We thought they were trash gone
bad, but God has different plans!

A God inititiates uninvited, as grace does, many
blessings to Ishmael.

AGod designated the name
everlasting testi mony of
weak, the afflicted and those who are unjustly
treated.



A 2x God steps into the story
of Hagar os pl g%
Chapters 16 & 21 (+17) "

A God initiates promises:

116 : 1vall smincrease
your (Hagar) descendants
that they will be too
numerous to count. O

1 17:20, 21:18 1 become a
great nation (a term often
meaning many ethnic

groups)




- A Wild Donkey of a Man (Gen. 16:12):
A Job 39:5-8 God Himself describes the nature

ofawilddonkey:nHe | 1 ves 1 n fr
dwells in the desert; he shuns the noise of the
t owns: he wanders abou:

An short the life style of a wild donkey is similar
to the Bedouins of the Arabian and Syrian
desert regions. CIf S T
120:5, SS 1:5)

A Thus not a curse, but more prophetic.




- God will bless Ishmael. 17:20

AMNd as for Ishmael, | have heard you: | will
surely bless him; | will make him fruitful and
will greatly increase his numbers. He will be
the father of twelve rulers, and | will make him
l nto a great nation. o

Alshmael is the first non-covenant people to
receive a divine blessing.

- Another assurance of the blessing: 21:11-13



Alsaac (plan A) and descendants are to be
agents of Godos mi s s
covenant);

A Ishmael (plan B) and descendants receive
a blessing. Both receive grace by faith,
the result of Godos



A Isaiah 60: God has a plan to bring
salvation to the non-covenant peoples

A The Arabs are right there in the new
Jerusalem:




Isa 60:6-7

(6) Herds of camels will cover your land,

young camels of Midian and Ephah.
And all from Sheba will come,
bearing gold and incense

and proclaiming the praise of the LORD.

(7) All Kedar's flocks will be gathered to you,
the rams of Nebaioth will serve you;
they will be accepted as offerings on my altar,
and | will adorn my glorious temple.




In the New Testament:

- Mt 2:11 7 the first Gentiles to Worshlp

Christ were probably Arabs. God initiated
this! Cf Isa 60:6

- Acts 2:11 17 Arabic was one of the
languages of Pentecost

- Paul in Arabia before Jerusalem. Gal
1:17-18 & 2 Cor 11:32



C God shows a priority in terms of divine
visitation upon the descendents of
Ishmael!

CAre we in step with

In the mean time, Ishmael attempts to get
the blessing their way: Islam

Legalism



Five Pillars of Islam

A Declaration of faith

A Prayer 5x dally
A Almsgiving (1/40t)

N

A Fasting month -
Ramadan

A Pilgrimage to
Mecca



Legalism: see Gal 4:21-31

* the enslavement by legalism compared
to the slave woman Hagar

* the freedom in Christ pictured as the
promise to the free woman Sarah

children of promise >< slaves of works



Al sl amds beginning =

AD 622: The flight from Mecca to Medina
(Hijra), Is a

- Flight from suffering & persecution
- Seeking military and political power



