
Genesis 30

God’s Blessings Overcome Our Messings





Jacob’s Triangle (29:31-35)

Leah battled rejection & bitterness

God opened Leah’s womb:

–Rueben: “look a son; Now he’ll love 
me”

–Simeon: “heard by God”

–Levi: “attached; maybe I’ll be 
attached”

–Judah: “praise the LORD”



Jacobõs Triangle (30:1-8)

Rachel envied Leah & blamed Jacob.

“Am I in the place of God?”

Rachel offered her maid Bilhah.
–Dan-”God has judged”

–Naphtali-”I wrestled & prevailed”

Leah duplicates method & gives Zilpah

–Gad- ”Fortunate”

–Asher; ”Happy”



Jacobõs Triangle (30:1-24)

Rachel wants Leah’s “May apples”

She made a deal with Leah to trade 
him for a night for the May apples
–Issachar- “wages”

–Zebulun- “dwell;honor”

–Dinah- “judged”

God remembered Rachel & opened her 
womb. Joseph (“added”) was born. (22-24)



Jacobõs Triangle (30:1-24)

They trusted their own wits; hadn’t 
God let the other get the advantage?

But Jacob’s rejection of Leah didn’t 
thwart God’s blessing. His favor & 
Rachel’s schemes didn’t gain His 
blessing. 

Can God bless both of us? Yes!



Jacobõs Genetics (30:25-43)

Jacob asks to leave Laban.
–Yes, God has blessed me because of you. Name 

your wages.

–“Give me the spotted & speckled”

–Jacob used stripped sticks. Selective breeding 
gained a large flock.

Jacob became prosperous. 

Laban’sscheme didn’t thwart God’s blessing. 
Jacob’s scheme didn’t gain His blessing.

Daniel 11:27



Jacobõs Plan



God is in this place too (29:15 -30)

God prefers the pressed down & 
rejected

God blesses in spite of favoritism

God is just. We don’t need to match 
injustice with retaliation

God blesses in spite of faulty, fleshly 
logic.

So, trust and obey! He isn’t limited by 
our enemies or dependent on our 
efforts.


