
Genesis 31

Go; I Am With You





Leave and Lead (31:1-21)

God calls us to leave the world (1-3)
ïCircumstances: External motivation (1-2)

ïScripture & Holy Spirit: Internal (3)

ñReturnto the land of your fathers; I 
will be with youò (28:15,16)

God calls us to lead His people (4-16)
ïBiblical leaders call their families to share 

their dreams & commitment (4-13)



Leave and Lead (31:6-13)

ñYour father has cheated & rejected; 
God has blessed me.ò

The Angel : ñLook at striped goats 
mating; Iôve seen what Labanôsdoingò

ñI am God of Bethel; rise, leave, 
return!ò (13)



Leave and Lead (31:14-16)

Biblical leaders listen to othersô fears & 
faith (14-16)

ïFears: ñWe are foreigners to our 
fatherò 

ïFaith: ñGod has given us what our 
father took; weôll follow you.ò

They acknowledged Godôs blessing & 
depended on Him for new risks.



Leave and Lead (31:17-21)

Both faith & fear lead us to take 
risksðboth necessary & unnecessary.
ïRachel took unnecessary risk, stealing 
Labanôsgods to prove inheritance.

ïJacob stole away with his family. This 
was likely a necessary risk.

ï1 John 4:18 18 There is no fear in love, 
but perfect love casts out fear. For fear 
has to do with punishment, and whoever 
fears has not been perfected in love. 



God Protects His Pilgrims(31:22-42)

Trust God! Our future isnôt limited by 
rivals or dependent on our efforts.

Sometimes He intervenes directly; He 
met Laban & warned him in a dream

He enables us to speak boldly if our 
conscience is clear. (Lev. 19:17)
ïLaban faked love for family, accusing Jacob

ïIn mercy, God protected from Rachelôs 
deception

ïJacob rebuked Laban for his deception (36-42)



God Protects His Pilgrims(31:43-55)

God provides ways to coexist with our 
rivals.

ïLaban, forced to release his claim on 
the family, asks for a covenant.

ïPiled stones were a ñwitness heapò & 
ñwatch towerò between them. 

ïñThe Lord watch between usò meant 
ñwe canôt trust each otherò



Mizpah blessing: òThe Lord watch us!ó



God Protects His Pilgrims (31:43-55)

Jacob swore by his fatherôs ñFearò 
(God, worthy of respect) & ate a 
sacrificial meal. Laban kissed, blessed, 
& left. 

Tension was resolved; Jacob has his 
hand out, but leaves unreconciled.



Summary

God is here é
ïCalling us to leave the world & lead

others. Go!

ïOpening our eyes to see His blessing. 
Look!

ïCalling us to trust Him for our 
inheritance, not grabbing for it. Trust!

ïEnabling us to work out relationships with 
untrustworthy people. Keep your hand 
out!


