
Leader

19 I hope in the Lord Jesus to 

send Timothy to you soon, so 

that I too may be cheered by 

news of you. 20 For I have no 

one like him, who will be 

genuinely concerned for your 

welfare. 

Phil. 2:19,20



Congregation

21 They all seek their own 

interests, not those of Jesus 

Christ. 

Phil. 2:21



Leader

22 But you know Timothy's proven 

worth, how as a son with a father 

he has served with me in the 

gospel.

Phil. 2:22



Congregation

23 I hope therefore to send him 

just as soon as I see how it will 

go with me,24 and I trust in the 

Lord that shortly I myself will 

come also. 

Phil. 2:23-24



Leader
25 I have thought it necessary to 

send to you Epaphroditus my 

brother and fellow worker and 

fellow soldier, and your 

messenger and minister to my 

need, 26 for he has been longing 

for you all and has been 

distressed because you heard 

that he was ill.

Phil. 2:25-26



Congregation
27 Indeed he was ill, near to 

death. But God had mercy on 

him, and not only on him but on 

me also, lest I should have 

sorrow upon sorrow. 28 I am the 

more eager to send him, 

therefore, that you may rejoice 

at seeing him again, and that I 

may be less anxious.

Phil. 2:27-28



Leader
29 So receive him in the Lord with 

all joy, and honor such men, 
30 for he nearly died for the work 

of Christ, risking his life to 

complete what was lacking in your 

service to me. 

Phil. 2:29-30



Becoming a Transforming 
Community

ñ2 Model Partnersò
Phil. 2:19-30



Theme:

Mature partners in the Gospel 
consider others more significant and 
look out for their interests as well as 
their own.



Timothy: No one like himé (2:19-24)

ñI have no one like himòé

ïGenuinely concerned for your welfare

ïOthers seek their own interests, not 
those of Jesus Christ

You know his credentials (dokimen)

ïHe served like a son with his father

ïHe served with me in the Gospel 



Partner Travalogueé (2:19,25)

PaulPhilippians

TimothyEpaphroditus



Timothy: No one like himé (2:19-24)

I hope to send him when I hear how 
it will go with me.

I trust in the Lord I will come also.



Epaphroditus: Risked Himself

5 keys to partnering in the Gospel
ïBrother
ïFellow worker
ïFellow soldier (sun+strateotes)
ïMessenger (Apostlos)
ïMinister (Leitourgos)



Epaphroditus: Risked Himself

2 Emotions motivating service
ïLonging for family in Christ back home
ïDistress over family back home (they 

heard he was near death)



3 Actions we must take

Context: Shame over not completing 
his mission.
ñReceivehim in the Lord
ïWith all joyò

Honor him; he nearly died risking 
(paraboleuo) for the work of Christ.
Follow the model yourself! He cared 
for you, now care for him.



Other Examples: Eric Liddell 


